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The Link Between 
The Shamrock and St. Patrick

Traditionally, the shamrock is said to 
have been used by Saint Patrick to illus-
trate the Christian doctrine of the Trinity 
when Christianising Ireland in the 5th 

between St. Patrick and the shamrock 
appears in 1675 on 
the St. Patrick’s Cop-
pers or Halpennies. 
These appear to show 

preaching to a crowd 
while holding a sham-
rock, presumably to 
explain the doctrine of the Holy Trinity.

Traditionally the shamrock was worn 
in your hat or pinned to your chest.

After mass on St. Patrick’s Day it was 
the custom of the menfolk of Ireland to 
lift the usual fasting restrictions of Lent 
and gather at the nearest tavern to mark 
the occasion with as many St. Patrick’s 
Pots as they deemed necessary culmi-
nating in the Drowning of the 
Shamrock. 

The drowning of the sham-
rock is said to refer to the fact 
that with the very last drink 
of the night the men would 
place their shamrock into their drink.

A leprechaun is a diminutive fairy, a 
supernatural creature, said to be shoe-
makers who socked 

pots at the end of rain-
bows, or scattered them 
around in mountains, 
forests, or rocks.

Common folklore 
suggests that if ever 
captured by a human, 
the leprechaun has the 
magical power to grant 
three wishes in exchange for their re-
lease. However these wiley creatures are 
extremely hard to catch and very adept at 
escaping if ignored only for a moment.

Spring is an eternal time of renewal.  
Some of our rituals include spring clean-
ing and observing spiritual celebrations.  
Between those time-honored events and 
spring break and the RGV Livestock 
Show, there’s not much time to do much 
else. Or is there?

One year, at the Food Bank RGV, we 
took a look at how many pounds of food 
drive donations we collected.  The total 
weight was 64 pounds.

Spring   by Omar Rodriguez
Manager of Communication & Advocacy
Food Bank of the Rio Grande Valley

Find out more:  www.foodbankrgv.com/howtohelp-2/hold-a-food-drive

  Sixty-four pounds of food donated 
for the entire month!  Bear in mind, that 
the recommended amount of food for a 
person in need is 42.5 lbs. per month.  
This is just a supplement mind you, but 
if a person is still in need of more food 
the Food Bank RGV will help them.  
But how do we help when we receive 64 
pounds in one month?!

Hunger doesn’t take a vacation, it 
doesn’t take a break.  It lingers with each 
bill a family receives; with each car re-
pair or medical emergency.  It’s always 
ready to pounce. 

So, please, this spring consider hold-
ing a food drive through your church or 
business. It’s a great team building proj-
ect and can help get your group plenty 
of community exposure.  

http://www.foodbankrgv.com/howtohelp-2/hold-a-food-drive




Love of Christ ELCA
Lutheran Church

Winter Schedule:
Worship Services

8AM & 11AM

Ash
Wednesday

Service
March 1st

at 4 PM

Corner of
Border & Third Street

in the facilities of
Faith Lutheran Church

Weslaco, TX
956-447-1337

www.loveofchrist.net

Lenten Services at 4 PM 
March 8th, 15th, 22nd & 29th 

related foods, 
I am not one to 
associate with 
any of them. 

I like the 
taste of honey, 
but I certainly am not interested in 
associating nor being part of the 
society with any of the creatures 
who create it.

Snakes and other, crawling or 

“bats”, might be interesting to 
some persons tempted to research 
those types of things. I, however 
have no desire to look into any of 
their life styles simply to write a 
book on the subject. Pardon the 
expression, but “I don’t care”.

Of course it would be unfair to 
forget about those animals that are 
not really the friend of man. Al-
though, it is much easier to stay 
away from those sorts of creatures. 

dog and we will sit and watch the 

not tried to train my dog, nor am 
I interested in watching the cat 
sleep on the window sill. I guess 

that is the end of it all. 
Now with total satisfaction in 

my calling, I bid you all, with no 
ulterior motivation, other than an 
ardent desire, and with no bites 
nor reasons to scratch ...

Have a nice day.

Those little, and some not so lit-
tle bugs and other living creatures 
that seem to have been put into 
place in order to cause humans 
to scratch are the ones I want to 
discuss today. I don’t know if any 
microbes and other germs have the 
ability to bite or sting, they are cer-
tainly included in this “gripeful” 

appears a new and more deadly 

to either take a new medicine or 
agree to suffer. 

These diseases are apparently 

I suppose there are other carri-
ers, but the media settles on those 
two as the ones most guilty of 
spreading the maladies. I am not 

inject its poison into our bod-
ies, but they are certainly capable 
of injecting their little needles 
into us and cause all types of un-
desirable things. Either we are 
caused to scratch, or maybe the 
venom has an inclusion of germs 
that can create serious effects. 

Bees, wasps, hornets and other 
types of bugs must be included in 
the undesirables for their effec-
tive undesirably created stings. 
Spiders and other types of vermin 
seem to be an un-endless stream of 
enemies of the genus of man. Al-
though many of these little living 
creatures create wonderful dietary 
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Coats & Tails
Professional Grooming

at
Competitive Prices

1615 N. 11½ St. in McAllen 
(Off Pecan, West of 10th St.) 

956-648-2416 
Salvador Regalado


FREE Flea & Tick Dip

with the purchase of a bath or grooming

Flea & Tick Dip

j
Dog Sitting

Paws and Claws
Pet Resort

call to arrange a FREE TOUR
of Our Facilities

“It is not what I like, it is what “Sully” the border collie likes. He gets 
the best of care ...”
“Our dogs always love staying at Paws and Claws ... we appreciate all 
you do to make them feel so comfortable!”

“Your Pet’s Comfort is Our Priority!”

990 S. Tower Road ... Edinburg, TX  78542     (956) 384 - 9301
Mon - Fri, 9 am - 6 pm        Sat, 9 pm - 12 Noon ... Sun, 3 pm - 6 pm
www.pawsandclawsrgv.com              pawsandclawsedinburg@gmail.com

There were 30 wolves and 28 sheep. How many did not?

If there were thirty wolves and twenty ate sheep, then ten did not.

ANSWER

“Then you should say what you mean,” the March Hare went on.  “I do,” Alice hastily replied; “at least ... at least I mean what I say ... that’s the same 
thing, you know.”  “Not the same thing a bit!” said the Hatter. “You might just as well say that “I see what I eat” is the same thing as “I eat what I see”!”  

Lewis Carroll

  Observations On Life              by Ben Dover

http://www.loveofchrist.net
http://www.RGVaff.com
mailto:rod@RGVaff.com
http://www.rgvaff.com/spotlight
http://www.pawsandclawsrgv.com
mailto:pawsandclawsedinburg@gmail.com


 

True Tales of a Valley Birder 
by Keith Hackland (alamoinn@aol.com)

Water Birds

“1410 Oakwood”. With his permission we share his work here.

White Morph Reddish Egret
Neil Gunnar Berg

Lorna was down on South Padre Island 
spending a few days with her sisters who are 
not birdcentric, so she did not even go bird-
ing at all. Whaaa? Family more important than 
looking at birds? I was going to go down to 
retrieve her back to Alamo on Wednesday, but 
a package from Amazon was delayed for a day.

The package contained a Nikon D5500 cam-
era body. The D5500 has been superseded by a 
D5600, which has pretty the same specs with 
more bells and whistles, so the D5500 was de-

with my older Nikkor 55-300mm lens mounted 

-
ment’s.

Called and found that Lorna and her sisters 
were out walking the beach and we were to 
meet at Padre Brewing for lunch, so I headed 
directly to the Birding Center. The birding 
Center is actually a fancy building to the side 
of the sewage treatment plant which releases 
treated fresh water into the Laguna Madre. The 
resulting little freshwater to brackish streams 

Cattails had overgrown the place over time 
and were choking the streams so this month 

some of them and dig out the small ponds. The 

Rails that hide in the cattails are now more dis-
tant and harder to see, let alone photograph. 
These photos are not in any particular order, 
but I tried to group photos of the same species 
together.

confusing; there are Great Egrets and Snowy 
Egrets, then we have little Blue Herons which 

white morph Great Blue Herons. Oh yeah, 
there are Cattle Egrets, which came over from 

it is a white morph of the Reddish Egret. It is a 
male coming into breeding plumage, probably 

are still rather dark - whatever, it is a rare and 
beautiful bird.

A White Morph Of The Reddish Egret
all photos by Neil Gunnar Berg

Roseate Spoonbill

Great Blue Heron

as female looks on.

801 Main St. - Alamo, TX 78516
Tel. 956.782.9912

Email: alamoinn@aol.com
www.alamoinnbnb.com

We provide everything needed by birders

800 South Standard
San Juan, Texas 78589

 Tel. 956.787.1034

Worship Services 
11AM Sundays

Bible Study - English
Sunday 9:30AM

Bible Study - Spanish 
Tuesday 7:00PM

Everyone is 
Welcome!

Green Heron Great Blue Heron Great Egret

mailto:(alamoinn@aol.com)
mailto:alamoinn@aol.com
http://www.alamoinnbnb.com




The Pharmacy Corner

The Rising Cost of Prescription Drugs
It seems as if it was only yesterday that I was 

enjoying the American Dream as the owner of 
a successful business in Alamo, Trino’s Phar-
macy. Unfortunately, I had to close the business 
in April 2014. During the last few months that 
my pharmacy was open, I saw how Obama’s 
Affordable Care Act had helped increase our 
number of prescriptions sold and increased 
our number of customers, but something was 
wrong with our bottom line. We had more cus-
tomers, as more people were forced to get in-

I began to investigate what was at the root of 
this dilemma. I realized that the main reason I 
had to close Trino’s Pharmacy was that drug 
manufacturers started increasing their drug 
prices from 100% to over 1000%!

I could not believe this and thought some-
thing was wrong on my invoices. I called my 
wholesalers and distributors and they con-

getting more customers we were actually los-
ing money on some of our prescriptions. It was 
taking insurance companies some time to catch 
up to the new higher drug costs on their reim-
bursements to pharmacies.  Even after they 
caught up, we still saw discrepancies and low 
reimbursements.  

Our state government was spending too 
much money on our Medicaid program so they 

make money.  
Ultimately, I believe universal health cover-

age with drug coverage is good for our nation’s 
health.  Pharmacists have seen an increase in 
preventative care which will save our state and 
country money.  It should make sense that the 
healthier our people are the less we will spend 
on our very sick patients thus saving our state 
and nation money in the long run.  

Many elderly people are worried about los-

holes” will get larger where they have to pay 
more out of pocket money.  It will always be 
a possibility. The solution, it seems, is to stop 
drug manufacturers from raising drug prices 
which pushes insurances to drop patients and 
forces more patients into their “donut holes” 
way too early.  

This is a true American issue affecting all of 
us, young and old.  I know many politicians of 
both major parties are introducing legislation 
to investigate and regulate drug costs. I know 
we live in a “free enterprise” society but there 
has to be an ethical line that these companies 
should not be allowed to cross.  

I really believe this is the best way to save 
our state and federal government money, pro-
tect Medicare for our elderly and keep more 
money in our all citizen’s pockets.

decided to “bid out” the program to private in-
surance carriers. 

This did save our state money but dictated to 
doctors what they could prescribe and dictated 
to pharmacies how much they would get paid.  
Our reimbursements went from an average of 

-
times even coming back as a loss. A stand alone 
pharmacy, like mine, had no buying power so 

Insurance carriers blamed low and negative 
reimbursements to drug manufacturers raising 
their drug prices. For example, Turing Phar-
maceuticals, raised the cost of a lifesaving pill 
from $13.50 to $750! EpiPens, an injectable 
drug used for emergency allergic reactions, 
went from $70 to $600! Drug manufacturer, 
Mylan, claimed they were trying to recoup 
their costs. Insurances balked but could not 
do much other than reduce reimbursements to 
pharmacies.  

I hope this sheds light on why 95% of inde-
pendent pharmacies closed during this time. 
Trino’s Pharmacy was actually one of the last 
independents to close in Alamo!

The pharmacy profession is great but it has 

Even large pharmacies like CVS, HEB, Wal-
greens and Wal-Mart have struggled to make a 

The Grotto
now selling by consignment at

 4 Ever Memories Antiques and Collectables
206 E Jackson Ave. - Harlingen, TX    956-367-5992

We have weekly specials on our
Handmade Jewelry, Rosaries, Art 

and Religious Articles
Look for us ... Vendor #13

Bring this ad to recieve

30% OFF any regularly priced item
 (VENDOR #13 ONLY)

over 35 Years
Experience!
Singing Only

the Very Best Oldies!
American Standards

Country Classics
50s Rock & Roll

Easy Listening 40’s - 70’s
AVAILABLE FOR

Dances, Reunions, Ret. Communities
RV Resorts, Dinner Music, Special Events

Weddings, Funerals, Rosaries, Wakes
and Sing-A-Longs

Mornings - Afternoons - Evenings

Call 956-241-1967 to book
Carlos for YOUR EVENT TODAY!

Available Statewide Year ‘round

Carlos R. Canas

A retired doctor became very bored in retirement and decided to open a medical clinic.
He put a sign up outside that said: 
“Dr. Geezer’s Clinic. Get your treatment for $500. If not cured, get back $1,000.”
Doctor Young, who was positive that this old geezer didn’t know beans about medicine, thought this 
would be a great opportunity to get $$$. So he went to Dr. Geezer’s clinic.
Dr. Young: “Dr. Geezer, I have lost all taste in my mouth. Can you please help me?”
Dr. Geezer: “Nurse, please bring medicine from box 22 and put 3 drops in Dr. Young’s mouth.”
Dr. Young: “Aaagh! ... This is gasoline!”
Dr. Geezer: “Congratulations! You’ve got your taste back. That will be $500.”

Dr. Young: “I have lost my memory; I cannot remember anything.”
Dr. Geezer: “Nurse, please bring medicine from box 22 and put 3 drops in the patient’s mouth.”
Dr. Young: “Oh, no you don’t ... that is gasoline!”
Dr. Geezer: “Congratulations! You’ve got your memory back. That will be $500.”
Dr. Young (after having lost $1000) leaves angrily and comes back after several more days.
Dr. Young: “My eyesight has become weak; I can hardly see anything!”
Dr. Geezer: “Well, I don’t have any medicine for that so, here’s your $1000 back” (giving him a $10 bill).
Dr. Young: “But this is only $10!”
Dr. Geezer: “Congratulations! You got your vision back! That will be $500.”
Moral of story: Just because you’re “young” doesn’t mean that you can outsmart an “old Geezer.”
Remember: 

Dr Geezer’s Clinic

You can’t help getting older, but you 
don’t have to get old ...  George Burns

Getting older is no problem, You just 
have to live long enough. Groucho Marx

I’m kind of comfortable with getting 
older because it’s better than the other 
option, which is being dead. So I’ll take 
getting older ... George Clooney

facebook or twitter.



 

breads in the morning along with sand-
wiches, popcorn, cakes, crackers and 
cheese, sausage, fruit and vegetable 
trays, coffee, and tea throughout the day.

This special day of fun is our way of 
showing our appreciation for those Win-
ter Texans who donate their time by 
volunteering their time and energy at 
parks like Santa Ana National Wildlife 
Refuge. These volunteers are a critical 
part of helping the refuge run smoothly 
during peak season. We are also appre-
ciative of those who support the refuge

Winter Texan Appreciation Day Was A Huge Success!
by Christine Donald 

Saturday, February 18th was a busy day 
at Santa Ana National Wildlife Refuge 
(SANWR) in Alamo, Texas. The oc-
cassion was our 

 and over 800 folks 
attended making it one of our most suc-
cessful ever.

Every year, on the 3rd Saturday in Feb-
ruary, SANWR says “Thank You” to all 
of our Winter Texan supporters by host-
ing this special event. 

Refuge visitors had a fun day enjoying 
the bird walks, nature walks, tram tours, 
and an exhibit table with furs.

by participating in the monthly activities 
like tram tours from November-April, 
daily bird walks from January-March, 
nature tours, special talks, van tours, 
special events, and more.

Despite the fact that we lost power at 
the refuge on this busy day, everyone 
had a great time enjoying the events, 
tours, exhibits and treats. Thank good-
ness for generators!

We look forward to next year’s event 
on February 17, 2018 and hope to see all 
of you again. Remember to bring your 
friends along!

to Brisbane. Unexpectedly, the plane 
was diverted to Sydney.

there would be a delay, and if the pas-
sengers wanted to get off the aircraft the 
plane would re-board in 50 minutes..

Everybody got off the plane except one 
lady who was blind. A man had noticed 
her as he walked by and could tell the 
lady was blind because her seeing eye 

-
proached her, and calling her by name, 
said, ‘Kathy, we are in Sydney for al-
most an hour. Would you like to get off 
and stretch your legs?’

The blind lady replied, ‘No thanks, 
but maybe Max would like to stretch his 
legs.’

All the people in the gate area came to 
a complete standstill when they looked 

up and saw the pilot walk off the plane 
with a seeing eye dog! The pilot was 
even wearing sunglasses.

People scattered.
They not only tried to change planes, 

but they were trying to change airlines!
True story ...
Have a great day and remember ...

Things aren’t always as they appear!

An old Italian man lived alone in New Jersey. He wanted to plant his annual tomato 

His only son, Vincent, who used to help him, was in prison. 
The old man wrote a letter to his son and described his predicament:
Dear Vincent, 
I am feeling pretty sad because it looks like I won’t be able to plant my tomato 
garden this year I’m just getting too old to be digging up a garden plot. I know if 
you were here my troubles would be over. I know you would be happy to dig the 
plot for me, like in the old days.
Love, Papa
A few days later he received a letter from his son.
Dear Papa, 
Don’t dig up that garden. That’s where the bodies are buried.
Love, Vinnie
At 4 a.m. the next morning, FBI agents and local police arrived and dug up the 

That same day the old man received another letter from his son.
Dear Papa,
Go ahead and plant the tomatoes now. 
That’s the best I could do under the circumstances.
Love you, Vinnie





March 14th

describe the Yellow Brimstone Butter-
-

monly seen across 
Europe. It was ac-
tually known as 
Butter-coloredFly 
and that later be-
came . 
There are about 28,000 known Butter-

of which can be seen here in the Rio 
Grande Valley.

four parts: egg, larva (caterpillar), pupa 
(chrysalis) and adult.

some oval and some may be ribbed. The 
egg shape depends on the type of butter-

usually laid on the leaves of plants.
The larval

life is what we commonly call a cater-
pillar. The caterpillar grows to about 

emerged from its egg. The caterpillar’s 
skin doesn’t grow along with it as ours 
does, so it must periodically shed the 
skin as it becomes too tight. Most cat-

the pupa stage. The caterpillar sheds its 

of this pupa hardens to form a chrysalis 
which protects and hides the transfor-
mation that is occurring inside.

Pupae take on a wide variety of appear-
ances, depending on the species of but-

parts of the caterpillar are undergoing 
metamorphosis to become the beauti-

will emerge. Tissue, limbs and organs of 
a caterpillar have all been changed by 

life cycle.

world’s smallest, the Western Pygmy 
Blue whose wingspan is 0.5 to 0.75 inch, 
to the Queen Alexandra’s Birdwing with 
a wingspan of 12 inches. 

if their body temperature is less than 86 
degrees.

-
lapping, iridescent scales give the wings 
the colors that we see. 

compound eyes, each comprising of up 
to 17,000 “ommatidia”, individual light 
receptors with their 
own microscop-
ic lenses. These 
work in unison to 
produce a mosaic 
view of the scene 
around them, how-
ever they can only see the colors red, 
green, and yellow.

-
low them to bite or chew. They have a 
long straw like structure called a probos-
cis which they use to drink nectar and 
juices. When not in use, the proboscis 
remains coiled like a garden hose. But-

Their taste sensors are located in the feet, 
and by standing on their food, they can 
taste it! Pollen gets attached to the legs 

to plant, assisting in fertilization and the 
propagation of new seeds and plants.

avoid adverse environmental conditions 

is not well understood. Some can mi-
grate only short distances but others mi-
grate thousands of miles.

Some, usually the ones found in the 
Tropics, can live up to a year, but others 
live anywhere from a few months to a 
few weeks to even a few hours.

Mission, TX 78572
956-583-5400

rarities and U.S. Records!
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The Rio Grande Valley’s

#1 NEW
Chrysler, Dodge, Ram

and Jeep Dealer

A MARCH MADNESS
SURE BET

ATTENTION WINTER TEXANS! ... 
Be Sure To Have Your Vehicle Serviced In Our New Service Center 

As You Prepare To Head North For The Summer





We Should Have Been Shot!   by Dennis Craswell

In the early 1960s I was a teenager in Min-
nesota doing all the things teenagers did back 
then. One was playing baseball and another 
was playing music. One day, on the baseball di-
amond I asked another guy, do you play guitar? 
He said yes so we began to get together and 
jam. This was the beginning of The Castaways.

Now you may or may not remember The 
Castaways as a musical group, but you would 
probably recognize our one and only hit song 
... Liar Liar.

Yes, we were one of the many legendary one-
hit-wonders of that era.

Recorded in 1965, Liar Liar went to number 
one on virtually every radio station in the U.S. 
and many foreign countries selling millions of 
copies. Due to this success, we started touring 
to promote the record. Of course we were not 
big enough to be headliners, but we did open 
for popular groups of the time such as The 
Everly Brothers. This was a big change for a 
bunch of naive guys who thought it was a big 
deal playing frat parties for sixty bucks a night!

So there we were. We had gotten a call to 
open for The Everly Brothers at the Prom Cen-
ter Ballroom in St. Paul, Minnesota. We knew 
we would play our hit, Liar Liar and a few oth-
er unknown originals, but what would we do to 

We all got together to discuss it and decided 
that we should play our very best stuff. Well, we 
took the stage and performed our originals and 
then covered the songs we liked and knew best 
like Bird Dog, Temptation, Problems Problems 
and Cathy’s Clown. We played them perfectly! 

We were so proud of ourselves that we did 
not think about what we had just done.

Then as if a lightning bolt struck, we all real-
ized that we had just played the hits of the band 
we were opening for! My God, they were our 
idols, we worshipped them and we had stabbed 
them in the back by playing the same songs that 
they were going to play as soon as the stepped 
on stage.

We were sure that we had blown it. We would 
never be hired to open for any band ever again. 
It was no one’s particular fault, we had all 
agreed by vote to play the songs we played. We 
were sure our musical career was destroyed.

As soon as we stepped off of the stage Don or 
Phil Everly, I can’t really remember which one 
it was, headed our way. We thought, Oh Boy! 
Here it comes!

But you know what they said ...
“Boys, that is the best that anyone has ever 

played our stuff.”
This was the best compliment we had ever, or 

will ever receive.

I love those guys, The Everly Brothers. 
Dad always said, “The bigger they are, the 

nicer they are.” The Everly Brothers are proof 
positive of that.

Like I said, 

but by the time they traveled to the West Coast to
promote their hit, bassist Dick Roby was out of the 
band, leaving (from left) Roy Hensley, Jim Donna, 

Denny Craswell (me) and Bob Folschow.

I have never lost my love of performing for live audiences. 

Minnesota. During the Winter I perform in Winter Texan Resorts here 
in the Rio Grande Valley. 

I perform as The Castaway,  Music With That Island Groove.

and also at www.WinterTexanInfo.com
I hope to see you around, Denny Craswell

The wonderful rain has been excellent 
for all the beautiful tropical plants in our 
gardens, but it also brings with it a risk 
of a painful possible deadly infection.  
When water collects and stands undis-

the virus for Dengue Fever; it has white 
markings on its legs. There are four re-

can cause Dengue Fever.  Symptoms 
of Dengue Fever are high fevers, head-
aches, pain behind the eyes, muscle 
aches and pains, rash and mild bleeding. 
These symptoms can occur four to ten 
days after you are bitten by an infected 

and have these symptoms seek medical 
care as soon as possible. There are no 
antibiotics for Dengue Fever and pa-

medications for fever and pain may also 
be necessary for treatment. 

Dengue Fever may advance to Dengue 
Hemorrhagic Fever which could result 
in bleeding in the abdomen and the lung 
spaces. 

Patients who have Dengue Hemor-
rhagic Fever need to be hospitalized and 
receive aggressive care to treat shock 
symptoms.  

The best treatment for Dengue Fever is 
prevention.  After these great rains, you 
should take a tour of your garden and 
insure all the standing water in your gar-
den is drained to eliminate places where 

Check old tires for standing water and 
empty them.  Check other containers 
that may hold water and make sure they 
are drained.  

dusk.  If you are going to work outside 
then use an insect spray with DEET in it 

While you are outside wear long sleeves 
and long pants.

Dengue Fever

I Rescued A Human Today
by Janine Allen

I rescued a human today.
Her eyes met mine as she walked down 

the corridor peering apprehensively into 
the kennels. I felt her need instantly and 
knew I had to help her.

I wagged my tail, not too exuberantly, so 
she wouldn’t be afraid. As she stopped at 
my kennel I blocked her view from a little 
accident I had in the back of my cage. I 
didn’t want her to know that I hadn’t been 
walked today. Sometimes the overworked 
shelter keepers get too busy and I didn’t 
want her to think poorly of them.

As she read my kennel card I hoped that 
she wouldn’t feel sad about my past. I only 
have the future to look forward to and want 
to make a difference in someone’s life.

She got down on her knees and made lit-
tle kissy sounds at me. I shoved my shoul-
der and side of my head up against the bars 

my neck; she was desperate for compan-
ionship. A tear fell down her cheek and I 
raised my paw to assure her that all would 
be well.

Soon my kennel door opened and her 
smile was so bright that I instantly jumped 
into her arms.

I would promise to keep her safe. I would 
promise to always be by her side. I would 
promise to do everything I could to see that 
radiant smile and sparkle in her eyes.

I was so fortunate that she came down 
my corridor. So many more are out there 
who haven’t walked the corridors. So many 
more to be saved. At least I could save one.Call 956-457-8600 

to Advertise in The Valley Spotlight!

http://www.WinterTexanInfo.com


 

EASY MEDIUM HARD

Sudoku

Numbers cannot repeat down a column.  Numbers cannot repeat across a row

United Way Helps Client Put His Heart and Mind at Ease

Fortunately, he had a breakthrough in 
2014. With the help of a program ad-
ministered by United Way of Laredo, 
Calderon was able to get his identity 
back. Furthermore, Calderon learned 
that he was eligible to receive free in-
come tax preparation services through 
United Way of South Texas’s VITA pro-
gram. Since then, he has been a faithful

For at least eight years, Robert Calde-
ron dreaded the income tax season. In 
2006, he became a victim of identity 
theft. The criminal who stole his identi-
ty racked up thousands of dollars under 
Calderon’s name, leaving him in debt 
to the IRS. “For years, I wouldn’t have 
anything coming back to me,” Calderon 
said. 

client of the program. 
“Thanks to United Way, they took care 
of my problems and put my heart and 
mind at ease,” Calderon said.

For more information about our VITA 
program, you may call us at 607-9030 
or 686-6331. You may also call 211 for 
VITA locations, days and times or visit 
our website, www.unitedwayofsotx.org.

services offered by VITA volunteers.
United Way of South Texas and the IRS partner to offer

training to volunteers prior to service.

http://www.unitedwayofsotx.org.




For Kids Only
No matter how old you are!

Have Fun and Learn
while you solve these puzzles and 

practice your coloring skills

March 14th

Wouldn’t it be fun if YOU could taste with your feet! 









 956-583-5400



 

Attention Winter Texans! ...

view www.WinterTexanInfo.com

in the For Sale or Rent section
ONLY $20 for a 3 month listing.

Go online and check it out or just email your ad to

For more info call Rod at 956-457-8600

Newton and Azrak and were forced 
into the trunk of their patrol car and then 
driven to a remote cabin in Anza, Cali-
fornia with the other brother bringing 
up the rear. Once inside the cabin, Bono 
and Mationg executed Newton and Az-
rak. After an extensive manhunt, all four 
perpetrators were aprehended, tried and 
convicted.

The murders of Patrol Inspectors New-

point in the history of the Border Pa-
trol. Their deaths brought attention to 
the Border Patrol, and of the need for 
the agency to expand its work force, in-
frastructure, and technology. Since the 
deaths of the two inspectors, the Border 

-

The death of these two heroes also 
prompted the inception of the Newton-
Azrak Award. This annual award is the 
highest honor that can be bestowed upon 
its recipients for acts of bravery or hero-
ism. It serves as a reminder of the dan-

and women who protect our Nation’s 
borders. Consideration for eligibility to 
receive this award is based on the fol-
lowing criteria: exercise of unusual cour-
age or bravery in the line of duty and/or 
a heroic or humane act during times of 
extreme stress or in an emergency.

On Wednesday, February 22, Border 
Patrol Agents Fernando Galvan and Ar-
turo Gutierrez were recognized by Unit-
ed States Border Patrol Chief Ronald 
Vitiello for a heroic act that took place 
two years ago.

The agents were awarded the Border 
Patrol’s highest honor for valor, the 
Newton-Azrak Award. The story of how 
they pulled two men from a burning ve-
hicle, ultimately saving their lives, was 
highlighted in a brief ceremony at the 
Weslaco Border Patrol Station led by 
Rio Grande Valley Chief Manuel Pa-
dilla, Jr.

“This annual award is the highest 
honor that can be bestowed for acts of 
bravery or heroism to our agents and we 
couldn’t be more proud of these agents”, 
said Chief Manuel Padilla.

On Saturday, June 17th, 1967, Patrol 
Inspectors Theodore L. Newton, Jr. and 
his partner, George F. Azrak were as-
signed to the Border Patrol checkpoint 
in Oak Grove, California. 

Sometime after 4:00am an old surplus 
ambulance came through the check-
point. The two occupants, Victor Jerald 
Bono and Florencio Lopez Mationg, 
claimed to be returning from a camping 
trip and Newton let the vehicle pass. As it 
rolled forward he noticed that its springs 
were oversized and sagging, indicating 
that the vehicle was carrying something 

-
ton ordered the vehicle to stop, but the 
men inside decided to make a run for it. 
Newton and Azrak gave chase in their 
patrol car. 

Loaded down with more than 800 
pounds of marijuana, the old ambulance 
was in no condition for a high-speed 

Bono and Mationg in custody. 
What they did not know however, was 

that there was a second car running back 
door.

Harold Otto Montoya and his brother 
Alfred Arthur Montoya arrived in their 
light pickup truck and caught the in-
spectors off guard. They took their ser-
vice weapons and released Bono and 
Mationg. One of the brothers left the 
scene driving the ambulance. 

Theodore L. Newton, Jr. George F. Azrak

Highest Honor For Acts Of Bravery Or Heroism
The Newton-Azrak Award

The Valley Spotlight encourages you to 
-

trol Agents as well as all members of Law 
Enforcement who go to work every day 
with the uncertainty of not knowing what 
hardships and perils they may encounter 
at any time. Just take the time to simply 

http://www.WinterTexanInfo.com




Phone: 956-682-1468
Fax: 956-683-7511

1600 N. 23rd
McAllen, Texas 78501

Church Service Hours: Sunday 11:00am, Wednesday 6:00pm
Thrift Store (McAllen) Hours: Mon. - Sat. 9:00am - 5:00pm

(Weslaco) Hours: Tues. - Sat. 10:00am - 5:30pm
Shelter Check-in: 5:30pm

We see many potholes on our Alamo city streets. The easiest solu-

of all potholes ... maintenance! 

-
-

-

New Streets, Competitive Bidding, 
Transparency  and Minimum Wage!

Trino Medina



As another Winter Texan Season draws to its close, we here at The Valley 
Spotlight say THANK YOU for joining us this winter.

-
nancially but in all the things you have done to make the RGV a more pleasant 

-
tainment that comes to the Valley to perform while you are here. 

-
ly volunteer your services during your stay. Our streets, shops and restaurants 

billiard halls will see very little action, cards will stay packed away in their 
cupboards and potluck dinners will have but a fraction of the variety that you 
bring to the table.

Spring and Summer are a wonderful time of the year here in the Valley as 

push the upper 90s and stay there, but we always enjoy a cool breeze blowing 
in from the Gulf. And, the Good Lord did give us the brains to stay in the air 
conditioning when necessary!

So as you travel we wish you safety and Godspeed and we look forward to 
seeing you again soon! 

As Roy and Dale would say, 

Au Revoir Winter Texans!

What Will You Be Doing For FUN Next Winter?

Come On Back To The MAGIC VALLEY
and

Bring A Few Of Your Friends As Well!

OR


