
The Little Paper You’ll Want To Keep & Share June 2017 Vol. 4 No. 1

This Month:
Celebrating June
Father of Flag Day
Food Bank RGV
Valley Birding
JDA Academic Honors
Gerald Sneed, Wildlife
Hurricane Season Begins
TSA Captains Leaving RGV

The Valley Spotlight Is Celebrating Its Fourth Birthday!
This issue marks the beginning of our fourth year of pub-

lishing The Valley Spotlight! With much gratitude, we thank 
all of the individuals and businesses in the Rio Grande Valley 

-
tributions in writing stories and articles.

We also say a BIG THANK YOU to all of you who have 
enjoyed reading The Valley Spotlight for the past three years.

Without YOU, there would be no reason to continue.
So with great enthusiasm and joy, we begin Volume 4 and 

look forward to many more to come.

June is a Month Full of History and Celebrations
On June 6, 1944, more than 160,000 Al-

lied troops landed along a 50-mile stretch of 

Nazi Germany on the beaches of Normandy, 

the operation a crusade in which, “we will 
accept nothing less than full victory.” 

More than 5,000 Ships and 13,000 aircraft 

end, the Allies gained a foot-hold in Continen-

high. More than 9,000 Allied Soldiers were 

more than 100,000 Soldiers to begin the slow, 
-

On June 6, 1872, Pioneering feminist Su-

presidential election at 
Rochester, New York. 
After voting rights had 
been granted to African 
American males by the 
15th Amendment, she 
attempted to extend the 
same rights to women. 
She led a group of wom-
en that voted illegally, to 
test their status as citi-
zens. She was arrested, 
tried and sentenced to pay $100, which she 

and Republican parties both endorsed wom-

-

In Massachusetts, silversmith John Hull 

designed by Hull.

On June 8, 1874, Apache leader Cochise 
died on the Chiricahua Reservation in south-
eastern Arizona. After a peace treaty had been 

broken by the U.S. Army in 
1861, he waged war against 
settlers and soldiers, forc-
ing them to withdraw from 
southern Arizona. In 1862, 
he became principal chief 
of the Apaches. He and 200 
followers avoided capture by 

1871, Army General George Crook assumed 
command in Arizona and managed to win the 
allegiance of many Apaches. Cochise then 

spring of 1872, but returned and settled on the 
reservation where he died. 

John Adams introduced a resolution before 
Congress on June 14, 1777, mandating a Unit-

thirteen United States shall be thirteen stripes, 
alternate red and white; that the union be thir-

a new constellation.” This anniversary is cel-

-
veiled in Philadelphia. It was installed at the 
Census Bureau and utilized a magnetic tape 

25 feet by 50 feet in length, contained 5,600 
tubes, 18,000 crystal diodes, and 300 relays. 
It utilized serial circuitry, 2.25 MHz bit rate, 
and had an internal storage capacity of 1,000 
words or 12,000 characters.

President to broadcast a message over the ra-
dio on June 14, 1922. 

On June 16, 1963, Valentina Tereshkova, 

in space as her Soviet space-

the Tyuratam launch site. 
She manually controlled the 
spacecraft completing 48 or-
bits in 71 hours before land-
ing safely. 

Twenty years and two days later, on June 

32-year-old physicist and pi-
-

can woman in space, begin-
ning a six-day mission aboard 
the space shuttle Challenger, 
launched from Cape Canav-

-
cratic Headquarters in the Watergate com-

However, subsequent investigations revealed 
the burglars were actually agents hired by the 
Committee for the Re-election of President 
Richard Nixon. A long chain of events then 
followed in which the president and top aides 
became involved in an extensive cover-up of 
this and other White House sanctioned illegal 
activities, eventually leading to the resigna-
tion of President Nixon on August 9, 1974

On June 25, 1876, General George A. 
Custer, leading 250 men, attacked an encamp-
ment of Sioux Indians near Little Bighorn 
River in Montana. Custer and his men were 
then attacked by 2000-4000 Indian braves. 
Only one scout and a single horse survived 

infuriated Americans and led to all out war. 
Within a year, the Sioux Indians were a bro-
ken and defeated nation..
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Salvation Army Captains deploy to Atlanta
by Sadie Macias, Public Relations Coordinator

Captains Luis and Laura Melendez

and Laura Melendez of The Salvation Army in 
McAllen/Hidalgo County are called to serve in 
Atlanta, Georgia. 

Captain Luis Melendez is heading to the 
-

Salvation Army and Captain Laura Melendez 

Both Captains are ready to serve in their new 
assignments come June. Their last day in the 
Rio Grande Valley will be Sunday, June 18th. 

-
ery 3-4 years. Captains Luis and Laura Melen-
dez have been leading the McAllen Corps of-

many people looking for hope and a fresh new 
start in life. “It has been a privilege to serve the 
community of Hidalgo County and discover 
the opportunities for ministry here,” said Cap-
tain Luis Melendez . The couple also known 
as pastors are responsible for all church pro-
grams, social services, emergency shelter and 

-
tained the mission of The Salvation Army, its 
ministry is motivated by the love of God to

preach the gospel and to meet the human in His 
name without discrimination. 

“We are really going to miss the folks from 
the community and the relationships we have 
established during our four years” said Captain 
Luis Melendez. The couple stated “We look 

call of duty.” 
-

cial luncheon following the Sunday services of 

and Lt. Bernadette Correira from Texarkana, 
Texas will be arriving after their departure to 
take the reins of the ministry serving Hidalgo 
County and the needs of the community. Many 

a church,” said Captain Melendez. “We invite 
everyone to join us for Worship each Sunday 
at 11:00 AM, at The Salvation Army, located at 
1600 N. 23rd Street , here in McAllen. We look 
forward to meeting you soon!”

and services available at The Salvation Army, 
or to make a donation, please call 

(956) 682-1468, or go to our website at 
www. salvationarmytexas.org/mcallen/

RGV they often think about food drives and 

know that millions of pounds of fresh produce 
are collected and distributed to 250 pantries 
across the Rio Grande Valley to help feed thou-
sands of people.

Being on the border and having access to lo-
cally grown produce and imports from Mexico 

to mitigate food waste and help donors provide 
a variety of fresh produce to struggling fami-

to get: watermelons, citrus, cabbage, onions, 
tomatoes, mangoes, spinach, kale, cucumbers 
and many varieties of fruits and vegetables to 
Valley families and other food banks in the rest 
of the country.

June is National Fresh Fruit and Vegetable Month

banks in the big state of Texas and the rest of the country.  With local donations, we will be able 
to ensure that local distributions are made to cover costs like manpower, fuel and truck upkeep.

Omar I. Rodriguez, Manager of Communications & Advocacy, can answer your questions on-
line at: omarir@foodbankrgv.com.

June is
Adopt A Cat

Month

mailto:omarir@foodbankrgv.com.


  Observations On Life by Ben Dover

Be A Sport
How many times did I hear those words 

when I was a youngster? I have also heard 
those words again and again while I have gone 
through the rest of my aging process. What do 
these words really mean? Well, I guess this is 
the accepted manner in which one person uses 
to convince another that they should go along 
with what has been established as an agreed  
norm. But if we look at those words, and think 
for a moment, what is really being said? Then 
all the rules change.

-
end? As a child whose bodily structures are in 
the genesis of formation, care must be consid-
ered as an absolute necessity and constant con-
cern. How many of us oldsters have aches and 
pains that originated in those pre-adult years? 
We have added physical insults to those mus-
cular systems that are at best delicate. We then 
assume that all repairs will be accomplished 
in accordance, along with bodily aging. Well, 
now we know better. 

-
tively destroyed as the result of over stressing 
areas of delicate containments.

My reason for this short dissertation has been 

events. We as a society feel we must be the win-
ner of any event in which we participate. That 
means we must exert ourselves to the point of 
absolute failure, if we want to compete with 
those who are willing to do so. The learning 
process we must be willing to perform, teaches 
that we are only as good as the dangers, hard-
ships and deprivations we are able and willing 
to bear and execute. 

Sporting events for children might appear 
as cute performances including our desires for 
watching those little tots do their thing. It must 
be realized however that we are assigning un-

-
ducers on that little body. The level of excel-
lence is the only limiting factor to how massive 

Stressing a body part especially at a young 
age of an individual can cause permanent dam-
age to that body, which might not manifest it-
self for many years. Then, we are the victim 
of those physical insults created in previous 
years. It might be added here, that this continu-
ation of physical insults is an absolute guaran-
tee of my concerns as written here. Welcome to 
the Olympic games.  Have a nice day…

 In the years that followed, Cigrand authored 
hundreds of other magazine and newspaper 

articles advocating rec-
ognition of the June 
14th adoption of the 
Stars and Stripes. 

On the third Saturday 

general public school 

Lincoln, and Washing-
ton Parks, with more than 300,000 children 
participating. These observances were held in 

third Saturday of June. 
In the years that followed, 36 Governors, 

United States sent delegates and credentials 

all states of the Union on the actual June 14 an-

The Father of Flag Day 

1930s, he preached respect and honor for the 

In 1885 Cigrand, still a teenager and only 
at the beginning of his journey, entered den-
tal college mixing his professional studies with 

-
posal for the annual observance of the birth of 

newspaper. In June of 1888, at the same time 
-

tal college, Cigrand addressed a Chicago orga-
nization known as the “Sons of America”. In 
his speech he emphasized the good that would 

-
ganization undertook to publish a magazine 
called the “American Standard” to inculcate 
reverence for American emblems, and ap-

articles in this magazine helped direct public 

become so prevalent that President Woodrow 

Cigrand died of a sudden heart attack on May  
16, 1932. 

President Harry S. Truman signed the legisla-
tion in 1949 and June 14th was properly desig-

U.S. Congress voted unanimously on H.R. 662 

Waubeka, Wisconsin. 
source: The National Flag Day Foundation

MEN! HAVE YOU HEARD? YOUR MALE PERFORMANCE ISSUES
ARE NOT A BIG SECRET ANYMORE!

Have you been embarrassed when the time was right because you just could not perform?

If you have Male Performance issues, SO does SHE!

www.alphamensclinic.com   956-441-2188

2 locations to choose from: 

http://www.alphamensclinic.com


Gerald Sneed: Friend of the Wildlife
By Karen G. Hernandez

years at Santa Ana, he progressed to gouache, 
opaque watercolor, 
which was a medium 
that he was familiar 
with as his days as an 
advertising art direc-

were hand painted 
with simple fabric 
paint and are still in 
perfect shape today. 

Now, he prefers to 
work with acrylics 
and oil paints.

If you visit Santa Ana National Wildlife Refuge, 
you might see a serene gentleman strolling along 
the nature trails wearing his khaki vest and binocu-
lars. He may turn around with a nod and a smile, 
and casually mention, “There are some kiskadees 

he is one of the nicest people they have ever met.
Seeing him on his daily jaunts, you could not 

imagine that he is a celebrity among us, a brilliant 
man with a great talent. He is a professional art-
ist and wildlife nature enthusiast whose passion 

manifested into unique and stunning pieces of art. 

few people that have more interest or parallel in 
knowledge of our local and migrating birds. Ger-

comes by almost daily for his morning walks and 
a short chat with his Santa Ana friends. Often, he 

bringing in more of his art or just to say “Hello”. 
His spectacular art pieces, a favorite among tour-
ists, are the highlight of the nature store and sell 
out rapidly.

Gerry is a retired art director, who after the end 
of a long, outstanding career in New York City, was 

-
reer achievements are impressive. As a recipient of 
the esteemed Clio Award for creative business, and 
one who has traveled all over the world creating 
advertisements for giant companies such as Coca 
Cola and Buick, one wonders how he landed in our 
backyard. Looking for a warmer climate, it was 
1990 when he made his way down to South Texas 
and became enchanted with the area. So much so, 
that he made his home here and was inspired to 
draw one day while he was visiting the refuge. He 
was immediately drawn to the beauty of our native 
thornscrub forests and its inhabitants. With a little 
note pad in hand, he sat for hours studying the cur-
vature of the tree branches and the complex textures 
of bark. The intricate patterns and shapes of tiny re-
tama leaves and the way the light played on the sa-
bal palm fronds fascinated him. Later, those simple 

-
cent art prints and distinctive designs on souvenir 
items. When Timothy Brush wrote Nesting Birds of 

of Texas, Gerald Sneed was asked to illustrate the 
cover with a striking, orange Altamira oriole.

encountered a javelina on the Chacalaca trail. “It 
was such an interesting animal to me, something 
I had never seen before with its poor eyesight and 
funny walk.” He chuckles as he remembers how 
he stooped down to observe and draw one that was

hovering around a bush.
The javelina, seeing him in a small crouch, decid-

ed that Gerry was a formidable enemy and started 
his attack. Gerry stood up and the javelina seemed 
to think better of that and retreated. This back and 
forth dance between animal and man lasted a little 
while and Gerry was able to successfully complete 

a scratch.

the tremendous diversity of colorful migrating birds 
or variety of native mammal wildlife just waiting to 
be illustrated. He was able to capture their likeness 
and their habitats in the pages of a small sketch pad 
that he kept in his vest pocket. “Something exciting 
would always happen… a bird would light above 
me and observe my work. A bobcat would walk 
right past me as I sat on my stool and sketched, 

favors a special bird or animal to draw, Gerry says, 

In his opinion, the Chacalaca is probably the 

its changing attitudes and quirky personality. “They 
kind of look like a chicken and you expect them to 

and be evasive or they suddenly follow you around 

years, he drew and painted them, but Gerry says it 

artistically expressed on paper what he was looking 
for. His stunning rendition of a running Chacalaca 

the Wildlife Nature Store.

It was after years of visiting the refuge that the 
-

ganization that supports Santa Ana NWR, was es-
tablished and opened its nature store in the visitor 
center. Gerry was approached to create the orga-

through the store.
He began with note cards and t-shirts of the more 

common wildlife found on the refuge. The great 
demand and regard for his unique artistic style 
was immediate and visitors asked for more. Con-
sequently, his brightly colored bandanas, outra-
geously popular bird mugs, and posters of realistic 
colored bird heads became the most sought after 
items.

Gerry continues to be inspired and bring in new 
merchandise. Just this year, he has designed a beau-
tiful canvas tote and pin with the design of three 
bird heads. His brilliantly, colorful bird t-shirt line 
has now expanded to include ladies-cut styles and 

-

Corridor Website, people from all over the country 
can order from his line at any time.

Gerald Sneed is more than just an artist, a visi-
tor, or vendor. His years of dedication and love for 
our local wildlife are a paradigm for us all. He is a 
man in tune with the nature and beauty of our place 
depicting the very soul of the Santa Ana National 
Wildlife Refuge in the depths of his canvas. This 
man is its friend.

The minister was preoccupied with thoughts of how he 
was going to ask the congregation to come up with more 
money than they were expecting for repairs to the church 

organist was sick and a substitute had been brought in at 
the last minute. The substitute wanted to know what to play.

“Here’s a copy of the service,” he said impatiently. “But, 
you’ll have to think of something to play after I make the an-

During the service, the minister paused and said, “Broth-

cost twice as much as we expected and we need $4,000 more. Any of you who can 
pledge $100 or more, please stand up.” At that moment, the substitute organist played 
“The Star Spangled Banner.”

And that is how the substitute became the regular organist!



True Tales of a Valley Birder
by Mary Beth Stowe (alamoinn@aol.com)

Migration – Still Great In May!
The most popular time to come to the Lower 

Rio Grande Valley in order to catch spring mi-
gration is the last two weeks in April, and not 
without good reason!  One can catch the tail 
end of the hawk migration (hawk watches gen-
erally end around mid-April), shorebirds are 

fanciful warblers are coming through in good 
numbers.  And because May is such a prime 
migration month in northern states (such as my 
native Michigan), most folks think that “the 
show is over” in the Valley by the end of April.

-
cellent Birds of the South Texas Brushlands (a 
bar-coded checklist available from Texas Parks 

warblers is mid-April through mid-May, and 

the entire month of May!  Other songbirds that 
reach their peak in early May include Phila-
delphia Vireo, Veery, and Gray-cheeked and 

common and widespread warblers that are still 

Blue-winged, Golden-winged, Chestnut-sided, 
Magnolia, Blackburnian, Bay-breasted, Black-
poll, Cerulean, and Kentucky Warblers, while 
two species (Mourning and Canada) are pri-
marily May migrants!

Some shorebirds (such as Hudsonian Godwit 
and White-rumped Sandpiper) focus their pas-
sage during May, and many shorebirds are still 
moving through throughout the month (and are 
prettier to boot ?).  Some migrant hawks, such 

continue well into May, and Black Tern reach-
es its peak at this time as well.  Breeding birds 
such as Yellow-billed Cuckoo and Groove-

Rio Grande State Park and Santa Ana NWR 

Sparrows are beginning to arrive, which can 

Chica NWR, and Palo Alto NHS. Besides the 
migrants, our specialty species are always 
around to delight and entertain:  Chachalacas 
are chorusing and chasing each other, and hap-
pening upon a family with the adorable young-
sters is always a treat!

Many of the more skulky species, such as 
Long-billed Thrasher and Olive Sparrow, are 
singing openly and can be much easier to see.  
While many of the parks quit feeding around 
mid-March, others continue to stock their feed-

Quinta Mazatlan, Sabal Palm Sanctuary, and 

the visitor coming to the Valley in early to mid-
May can still enjoy the antics of Great Kiska-
dees, Clay-colored Thrushes, White-tipped 

Llano Grande, more shorebird habitat is ex-
posed, and the chances of seeing a rare Purple 
Gallinule are enhanced.  On the Island, Scarlet 
and her volunteers still put out oranges for the 
hungry birds during fallout conditions, and the 
boardwalks provide views of nesting Least Bit-
terns and Common Gallinules, plus lounging 
Roseate Spoonbills and maybe even a linger-

possibility that a wintering Common Loon or 
even a Lesser Black-backed Gull may be still 
hanging around (and speaking of Scarlet, you 
can always arrange to have her take you out 
to see the Mangrove Warblers, found nowhere 
else in the United States, as well as her special 
dolphins!

than up north (here it is, mid-May, and I just 
heard from my friend in Harrisburg, PA, that 

birding early in the morning and later in the 
evening (the latter is a good time to visit the 
parrot roosts), be sure to “spray up”, take plen-
ty of water, and take advantage of the “siesta”!  
May is a great time to come to the Valley!

801 Main St. - Alamo, TX 78516
Tel. 956.782.9912

Email: alamoinn@aol.com
www.alamoinnbnb.com

mailto:(alamoinn@aol.com)
mailto:alamoinn@aol.com
http://www.alamoinnbnb.com


My fondest memories of summer have al-
ways been going to Buhl, Idaho as a migrant 
farm worker.  We would leave in early May and 

-

The evenings were always cold even though it 
was summer.  

in Idaho!  In contrast, my small town of Alamo, 

of mosquitoes, bees, wasps, ants, spiders, lice 
and ticks.  The hot South Texas heat makes it a 
favorable environment for many bugs.  It is im-
portant to know how to prevent and treat bug 
bites.  Many bites are mild and only require a 

with soap and applying a steroid cream like 
hydrocortisone, sold over the counter.   Some 
people get moderate reactions and require the 
addition of an oral antihistamine like Benadryl.  

Trino Medina, RPh

FIFTH WHEELS

TRAVEL TRAILERS

PARK MODELS

1601 E Expressway 83 
 Mission, TX 78572 

 (956) 585-4481
www.GoodingRV.com

Camping
and

Quailridge Park Models Salem Villa Destination Trailers

Do You Have A 
Mobile Home or Rv 
For  Rent  or  Sale?

Advert ise i t  at
WinterTexanInfo.com

The defense attorney nearly died.

http://www.GoodingRV.com




Sudoku
Fill in each square with one digit, 

using only the numbers one through nine. 
Numbers cannot repeat within an individual 

box of nine squares. 
Numbers cannot repeat down a column. 

Numbers cannot repeat across a row

The Grotto
now selling by consignment at
b baydepot and Vintage Store

703 N. 77 Sunshine Strip ..  Harlingen,TX
(next to Quips & Quotes)

Open Monday to Saturday ... 956-216-7517
Handmade Jewelry and Religious Articles

over 35 Years
Experience!
Singing Only

the Very Best Oldies!
American Standards

Country Classics
50s Rock & Roll

Easy Listening 40’s - 70’s
AVAILABLE FOR

Dances, Reunions, Ret. Communities
RV Resorts, Dinner Music, Special Events

Weddings, Funerals, Rosaries, Wakes
and Sing-A-Longs

Mornings - Afternoons - Evenings

Call 956-241-1967 to book
Carlos for YOUR EVENT TODAY!

Available Statewide Year ‘round

Carlos R. Canas

A father is one whose daughter marries a man who is vastly her inferior, 
but then gives birth to unbelievably brilliant grandchildren. ~ Anonymous

Watching your daughter being collected by her date feels like handing 
over a million-dollar Stradivarius to a gorilla. ~ Jim Bishop

A father carries pictures where his money used to be. ~ Anonymous

For Father’s Day we got my dad a t-shirt that says: “Do not resuscitate.” 
He wears it whenever my mom takes him to the ballet. ~ Greg Tamblyn

Fatherhood is pretending the present you love most is soap-on-a-rope. 
~ Bill Cosby

On Father’s Day, I’m doing something for my dad that he’s wanted for years. 
I’m getting a job. ~ Melanie White

Remember: What Dad really wants is a nap. Really. ~ Dave Barry



It Is Hurricane Season
Be Prepared!

Hurricane season lasts from June 1 to November 30. 
The most extreme weather events on the Texas 

Coast are hurricanes occurring most frequently in Au-
gust and September. Hurricanes are capable of killing 
thousands and destroying coastal towns. Make sure 
you are prepared for a hurricane by following some 
simple tips.

:

-
est areas in your home or nearby community for each hurri-
cane hazard. Know the designated hurricane evacuation route 
for your community, and designate a place where family mem-
bers can meet up. 

:
Prepare for a hurricane by writing down and practicing a 

simple plan. List all major equipment and review which items 
should be secured, protected or removed. Important business 
records or back up copies should be removed from the facility. 

water at their sources.

Become familiar with the evacuation routes nearest you.

Prepare A Hurricane Survival Kit
Remember, the most important concern when fac-

Take the necessary steps to insure that your family is 
ready for such an emergency.

Start early to avoid the rush at home supply stores, 
grocery stores and other venues which are often 
crowded and chaotic when hurricanes are predicted. 

You should stock these basics for your home: 

tools and emergency supplies. 
Keep the items you will most likely need in an easy 

to carry container such as a large, covered trash con-

such as passports, vehicle titles, insurance papers etc., 
protect them by placing them in watertight containers.

to evacuate the area.

Un-named hurricane of 1867October 2, 1867, a hurricane formed in the 

Mexico. The hurricane struck Texas, near 
the mouth of the Rio Grande, and devastat-
ed both Brownsville and Matamoros. Most 
buildings in Brazos Santiago were leveled. 
Clarksville, two miles inland, was also dev-
astated and shortly later abandoned.

Un-named hurricane of 1886A  category 1 hurricane made landfall in 
Texas between Brownsville and Corpus 
Christi on September 23, 1886. The hurri-
cane quickly weakened and dissipated over 
Texas the next day. Landfall was accompa-
nied by record amounts of rainfall. Twenty-
six inches fell in Brownsville in three days 
and winds destroyed 200 houses.

struck near Brownsville with winds estimat-
ed at 125 mph causing heavy damage to the 
RGV citrus crop. The hurricane left $16.9 
million in damage and 40 deaths in south-
ern Texas. A 13 foot storm surge inundated 
coastal Cameron County levelling all dunes 
on South Padre Island.

Un-named hurricane of 1933

Category 5 Hurricane Beulah made land-
fall south of the mouth of the Rio Grande 
on September 22, 1967. This storm remains 

to Zapata County. In all, Beulah caused 58 
deaths and $217 million in damage.

Hurricane Beulah 1967

Hurricane Allen 1980Hurricane Allen reached its peak of 190 
mph winds as it paralleled the south coast of 
Cuba. As Allen entered the Gulf of Mexico  
on August 8, 1980 it weakened to a category 
4 storm. On its two day journey westward 

category 5 but abruptly dropped to category 
3 just before landfall at Brownsville.

Hurricane Gilbert 1988Hurricane Gilbert crossed the Yucatan 
Peninsula re-emerging into the Gulf of Mex-
ico on September 15, 1988. It made landfall 
at LaPesca, MX 205 miles south of Browns-
ville, TX. Impacts on the RGV from this 
storm included a notable storm surge that 

force wind gusts to 83 mph, in Coastal Cam-
eron and Willacy County.

Hurricane Bret 1999On August 23, 1999 Hurricane Bret made 
landfall in central Padre Island as a Category 
3 hurricane with winds of 115 mph. After 
moving inland, the storm quickly weakened 
to tropical depression status on August 24.  
Bret caused relatively little damage howev-
er, strong winds left approximately 64,000 
people without electricity in South Texas

Hurricane Dolly 2008
Gulf of Mexico near Cancun on July 21, 
2008. As it traveled northward it gained 
strength reaching category 2 hurricane sta-

before it made landfall at South Padre Island 
-

billion in damage.

The Rio Grande Valley dodged a tropical 
bullet on June 30, 2010, as Hurricane Alex 
slammed into the north central coast of Tam-
aulipas, Mexico around 100 miles south of 
the Rio Grande. The Valley was subject to 
persistent outer feeder bands which brought 
moderate to strong tropical storm force (39 
to 66 mph) winds, heavy rains causing scat-

Hurricane Alex 2010

A Synopsis of the History of Hurricanes
in the Rio Grande Valley



Have Fun and Learn
while you solve these puzzles and 

practice your coloring skills

Find the words in this puzzle which describe the Dad you LOVE!
APPRECIATED

BRAVE

CARING

COMPASSIONATE

DEPENDABLE

DEVOTED

ENCOURAGING

FUN

GENTLE

HANDSOME

HARDWORKING

INSPIRATIONAL

KNOWLEDGEABLE

LOVING

MOTIVATING

PROTECTIVE

RESPONSIBLE

SMART

TENDERHEARTED

UNDERSTANDING

WISE

WONDERFUL

Color this page and give it to your DAD for FATHER’S DAY - Sunday, June 18



Juan Diego Academy Announces Top Academic Honors for Class of 2017

announce the Co-Valedictorians and Salutato-

its history, there are Co-Valedictorians for the 

-

with his parents before the school even opened. 
-

ceive an education unlike any other place in 

the Varsity Soccer Team for four years. He also 
-

ics. He served multiple years on Student Coun-
cil, including two years as Class President and 
a year as Student Council Treasurer. Nathaniel 
helped lead multiple school retreats throughout 

National Honor Society and the Sociedad Hon-
oraria Hispanica. Outside of school, Nathaniel 

plays piano for the School of Pat Hudsonpillar, 

worship. Nathaniel enjoys spending time with 
his friends and family, participating in youth 
ministry, and watching movies. Nathaniel will 

-
-
-

The Salutatorian of the Class of 2017 is Mary 

and Mrs. Shannon Graham of Mission.  

her mother, who was particularly interested in 
the school since hearing of its inception. After 
enrolling there, her activities throughout high 
school featured participation as captain in the 

well as membership the National Honor Soci-

Yearbook for two consecutive years. Outside 
of school, her hobbies include painting, bak-
ing, and multiple coding projects. 

Mary will attend The University of Texas 

most important memory you can have about 

the rest of your journey.”

Hispanica, where she served as President for 
the founding two years of that organization 

Honor Society, Spanish Club (serving as Trea-
surer for three years), Gardening Club, and Li-

with Honor by the College Board in spring, 
2016. She participated in Quiz Bowl, Soccer, 

-
tively volunteered within her local community 

The University of Texas at Austin or Institu-
to Technologico de Monterrey in the fall and 

-

Salutatorian
Mary B. Graham

Co-Valedictorian
Nathaniel Robert Dyer

Co-Valedictorian
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Paws and Claws
Pet Resort

call to arrange a FREE TOUR
of Our Facilities

“It is not what I like, it is what “Sully” the border collie likes. He gets 
the best of care ...”
“Our dogs always love staying at Paws and Claws ... we appreciate all 
you do to make them feel so comfortable!”

“Your Pet’s Comfort is Our Priority!”

990 S. Tower Road ... Edinburg, TX  78542     (956) 384 - 9301
Mon - Fri, 9 am - 6 pm        Sat, 9 pm - 12 Noon ... Sun, 3 pm - 6 pm
www.pawsandclawsrgv.com              pawsandclawsedinburg@gmail.com

http://www.pawsandclawsrgv.com
mailto:pawsandclawsedinburg@gmail.com


ADVERTISE IN THE VALLEY SPOTLIGHT
CALL 956-457-8600


