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Marine Military Academy To Host Iwo Jima Parade On February 19

On the morning of February 19, 1945, 
the 4th and 5th Marine Divisions invad-
ed Iwo Jima after a somewhat ineffec-
tive bombardment that lasted 72 hours. 
The 28th Regiment, 5th Division, was 
ordered to capture Mount Suribachi.

They reached the base of the mountain 
on the afternoon of February 21, and by 
nightfall the next day, had almost com-
pletely surrounded it. On the morning 
of February 23, Marines of Company E, 
2nd Battalion, started the tortuous climb 
on the rough terrain to the top. 

At about 10:30 a.m., men from all over 
the island were thrilled at the sight of 
a small American flag flying from atop 
Mount Suribachi. That afternoon, when 
the slopes were clear of enemy resis-
tance, a second larger flag was raised by

five Marines and a Navy hospital corps-
man: Sgt Michael Strank, USMC; Cpl 
Harlon H. Block, USMC; PFC Franklin 
R. Sousley, USMC; PFC Rene A. Ga-
gnon, USMC; PFC Ira Hayes, USMC; 
and PhM 2/c John H. Bradley. 

USN News photographer Joe Rosen-
thal caught the afternoon flag raising in 
an inspiring Pulitzer Prize-winning pho-
tograph.

Marine Military Academy will host 
its annual Iwo Jima Parade Thursday, 
Feb. 19 at 4 p.m. on the MMA Parade 
Grounds in Harlingen, TX. This year 
marks the 70th Anniversary of the Battle 
of Iwo Jima.

Open to the public, this event is a trib-
ute to the courage and sacrifice made 
by The Greatest Generation to preserve 
freedom around the world.

There will be reserved seating for Iwo 
Jima survivors and other World War II 
veterans. 

During the parade, all veterans of all 
branches and wars will be recognized 
and asked to join the MMA superinten-
dent for the ceremonial pass in review.

For more information on the Iwo Jima 
Parade, call (956) 421-9225.

Remembering The Day The Music Died
On November 3, 1958, Buddy 

Holly terminated his association 
with the Crickets. He assembled 
a band consisting of Waylon Jen-
nings (bass), Tommy Allsup (gui-
tar), and Carl Bunch (drums), and 
the opening vocals of Frankie 
Sardo to perform on The Winter 
Dance Party tour, set to cover 24 
Midwestern cities in as many days.

Also included on the tour were 
new hit artist Ritchie Valens and J. 
P. “The Big Bopper” Richardson.
Dion DiMucci joined the tour to 
promote their recordings and make 
an extra profit.

Beginning in Milwaukee, Wis-
consin, on January 23, 1959, the 
amount of travel created a logisti-
cal problem with the tour. The dis-
tance between venues had not been 
considered when scheduling each 
performance. Adding to the disar-
ray, the tour bus was not equipped

for the weather. Its heating system 
broke down shortly after the tour 
began, in Appleton, Wisconsin.

While flu spread among the rest 
of the performers, Holly’s drum-
mer, Carl Bunch, was hospitalized 
in Ironwood, Michigan, for severe-
ly frostbitten feet. The musicians 
replaced that bus with a school 
bus and kept traveling. As Holly’s 
group had been the backing band 
for all of the acts, Holly, Valens, 
and DiMucci took turns playing 
drums for each other at the Green 
Bay, Wisconsin, and Clear Lake, 
Iowa, performances.

On February 2, the tour arrived 
in Clear Lake, where they were 
to play at the Surf Ballroom. The 
venue had not been a scheduled 
stop, but the tour promoters, hop-
ing to fill an open date, called Surf 
Ballroom manager Carroll Ander-
son and offered him the show.

He accepted and they set the 
show for that night. By the time 
Holly arrived at the venue that 
Monday evening, he was frus-
trated with the tour bus. To avoid 
traveling in the bus, Holly decided 
to charter a plane to take him to 
Fargo, North Dakota, so the party 
could pick them up for the next 
stop in Moorhead, Minnesota. 
When the show ended, Holly, Va-
lens, and Richardson were driven 
to the airport.

The plane departed around 12:55 
a.m. Central Time on Tuesday, 
February 3. A Civil Aeronautics 
Board (CAB) investigation later

suggested that, soon after takeoff, 
the pilot became disoriented due 
to the unfamiliar way the aircraft’s 
attitude indicator depicted pitch, 
combined with an inability to find 
a point of visual reference on a 
starless night with no visible lights 
on the ground and the inability to 
detect the horizon.

He lost control of the plane, and 
the aircraft cartwheeled across a 
cornfield belonging to Albert Juhl.
The county coroner, Ralph Smiley, 
declared that all aboard had died 
instantly from “gross trauma” to 
the brain. Just imagine the music 
we never got to hear!
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the table for our special romantic 
dinner.  I poured the wine, lit the 
candles and lifted the cover off 
the platter. There it was,  baby 
new potatoes, fresh carrots and a 
perfectly cooked beef heart. Be-
cause after all isn’t Valentine’s 
Day all about sharing your heart 
with your sweetie.

It was such a fine time.  Knute 
ate like a hungry dog.  As the 
heart on the platter grew small-
er, mine only grew larger as I 
watched Knute take each bite.  
Knute said, “I never knew you 
had such a tender heart, Kraem-
saggen.”  

I replied, “Ya it is good, you 
just have to cook it in the crock-
pot on low for a long time.”

Life On The Farm
in

Snoose Hollow

photo by Candis Sommerfeld

A Tender Heart  by Auntie Kreamsaugen

When Knute and I were court-
ing, I wanted to impress him 
with my cooking abilities.  Af-
ter all I was watching all those 
fancy cooking shows on the 
television and also often read  
the church recipe books.

So when Valentine’s Day was 
coming I invited Knute over 
for a special romantic dinner.  I 
rushed out to get groceries stop-
ping by the locker plant for the 
best cut.  I asked Sven, the lock-
er plant butcher, what would be 
the most romantic thing to serve 
for Valentine’s Day.  Sven, he 
said “I got the perfect thing for 
ya.”  He wrapped it up tightly 
and I was on my way.

When Knute arrived we sat at

Well it worked out for the best as Knute and I have been married 
many years and still have tender hearts for each other.  

Til next month ...
so long from Snoose Hollow.
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In their final season in South Texas, 
Marvéll and his wife Faye send out “Thank Yous” to all 

Winter Texans, Activity Directors, The Monitor, The Valley 
Morning Star, San Benito News, The Winter Texan Times, 
YourValleyVoice.com, Coastal Current Weekly, The Valley 
Spotlight, WinterTexanInfo.com, The Brownsville Herald 
and all media who in the past five years were so great 

with articles and other promotions.

May 2, 2015 • 7:30 PM - 10:30 PM
Quinta Mazatlan • 600 Sunset Drive, McAllen, TX 78503

Tickets $75 per person includes:
Open Bar • Fajita Buffet • Silent Auction • Raffle Items

Come join the PVAC’s Ay Chihuahua Fiesta
with mariachis, margaritas & fajitas

All proceeds will benefit our Foster and Rescue
Programs that help our homeless animals in
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True Tales of a Valley Birder 
by Keith Hackland (alamoinn@aol.com)

Second, birds locate water. In a dry 
climate where water is needed for sur-
vival, birds keep track of water sources. 
Alert humans may find water by watch-
ing where birds go. Apart from the obvi-
ous puddles, birds may know of springs, 

ponds, and streams. Water birds, such as 
ducks, waders, shorebirds, and fishing 
birds such as Osprey and eagles, may 
signal the presence of substantial water 
when they are seen in an area.

Third, birds locate food sources. In 
any habitat one of the main tasks of birds 
is to forage for food. Some foods that 
birds eat are also good for humans, such 
as berries, grain, and fish. An alert hu-
man can save time and effort by watch-
ing where birds forage.

Fourth, when birds congregate, 
they attract predators, such as larger 
birds, and mammals. These predators 
may become food for humans, unaware 
that they are being stalked as they watch 
for a chance to grab a bird. Examples 
would be cats, coyote, and alligator. 

Fifth, birds themselves represent a 
source of food for humans. One reason 
pigeons were kept in castles and mon-
asteries was as an emergency or regular 
source of food. Providing a safe nesting 
area for pigeons meant having a regular 
source of food. Watching for bird roosts 
and tracking them also ensures access to

Why Do Folk Watch Birds?
Imagine living in the wilderness, to-

day, or thousands of years ago, foraging 
off the land for food. In this situation a 
person eats what he or she can kill, and 
survives until they in turn perhaps be-
come a predator’s food. In this world of 
eat or be eaten, the smart folks would 
listen and watch, using every survival 
advantage possible. 

Birds become a great ally in wilder-
ness survival.

First, birds warn of danger. Birds 
watch each other. Each species has a 
danger signal. In the case of pigeons, it 
is the slap sound of their wings on take-
off. Their wing slap alerts every bird in 
the vicinity, and together they all startle 
and head for safety. For many birds it is 
a call. Watch and listen to the Northern 
Mockingbird, when it sees a stranger or 
a cat. It has a special warning call.  All 

the birds within earshot know there is 
a cat on the prowl. So the alert person 
listening to the birds and watching them 
can determine what they see and hear of 
danger. Since birds have great sight and 
can watch from on wing or perch high 
up, they typically see danger long before 
humans can do so.

them as food. 
Sixth, birds eggs offer the highest 

protein food available in the wild. It is 
well-known that birds eggs are prized as 
food, so watching for their nests also as-
sures food  availability in nesting season. 
Seventh, birds are a source of enter-
tainment and reassurance that all is 
right with the world for many people.  
Watch Great-tailed Grackle behavior. It 
is fun to watch, as it no doubt also is to 
other grackles. Archeologists have un-
earthed grackle skeletons from around 
camp sites of early humans in North 
American from thousands of years ago. 
This indicates that grackles have been 
living close to humans for thousands of 
years, a happy co-existence.

Eighth, birds offer early warnings 
of a stranger’s approach. Research  
shows that birds recognize the faces 
of people they know who live within 
that mockingbird’s territory. Howev-
er,  when a strange human approaches, 
they typically issue  a warning. Geese 
are well known as good watch dogs in 
farmyards. So in a world where strang-
ers may not be trust worthy, birds can be 
trusted to warn of a stranger’s approach.

Watching birds is more than fun. 
It may be hard-wired into our brains 

for survival. It is a smart survival skill, 
it provides pleasure, entertainment, may 
be played as a game of identification and 
tracking, to keep humans alert.

Bird watching may be as integral a part 
of us as is running, talking, and making 
dinner.

Lower Rio Grande Valley 

Birding & Outdoor Store
Birding Guides * Birding Books, Maps, & Gear * Dealers in Binoculars and Scopes 

Amazing RGV Nature Art of Grover Terry Beaman * Pajaro Hip and Shoulder Packs
Bird graphics by Gerald Sneed on mugs, caps, t-shirts, tote bags * Moving Mobiles

South Texas Cook Books * Gifts for Outdoor Types * Field Trips * Workshops 
Custom Tours * Consulting

We’re open when it suits you
Call ahead and set up your time to browse

956-782-9912
We accept credit cards

Alamo Inn B&B, Birding & Outdoor Store * 801 Main St, Alamo, TX 78516
Photo Credit Reid & Pam Allen
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One of the best things about working in healthcare is working with patients and 
making positive changes in their life. Every patient we care for at

The Mackie Clinic has a story and each month we share a patient’s experience.
This month, we’d like to introduce you to Melissa

by Phil Mackie

2401 Cornerstone Blvd.
Edinburg, TX
956-631-2957

Melissa enjoys spending time with her hus-
band, Robert, and their dog. When she is outside 
she is exercising and playing casual sports with 
friends. When Melissa is inside, she’s cooking 
or baking for her family. Melissa works in the 
health service field. As a Cyto-Technologist she 
tests samples gathered from patients by Doc-
tors and analyzes them. As a Pathologist she 
checks her samples for any irregularities or dis-
ease. Despite working to help patients diagnose 
their illnesses, Melissa suffered as well.

Melissa developed harsh breathing problems 
about 20 years ago and struggled with it all 
of those years. She was diagnosed by an Ear, 
Nose and Throat Doctor in San Antonio. The 
Doctor recommended Rhinoplasty, but Melissa 
wasn’t too sure. Rhinoplasty is primarily a cos-
metic surgery, focused on the appearance of the 
nose. Often called a “nose job”, Rhinoplasties 
are done by plastic surgeons and require your 
nose to be in a cast for a week and require at 
least a few days off from work. Knowing this, 
Melissa was hesitant to sign up for the surgery 
and simply lived with her breathing problems 
for a time.

But Melissa couldn’t ignore the breathing is-
sues completely and they got worse. Soon she 
was dealing with daily migraines and dizzi-
ness that made work difficult. Her inability to 
breathe normally made her experience flu-like 
symptoms that lingered.

Thankfully, medicine continues to progress 
and newer techniques are discovered. Melis-
sa’s parents got the Balloon Sinuplasty done at 
Dr. Mackie’s clinic with great results. Balloon 
Sinuplasty is a newer procedure that is done in 
Dr. Mackie’s office, is usually completed within

30 minutes and is intended to clear your sinus 
congestion by opening your breathing path-
ways. Melissa’s parents recommended the pro-
cedure to Melissa. It made her feel comfortable 
to have two family members personally go 
through the surgery.  

Shortly after hearing this, Melissa visited 
with Dr. Mackie and felt she was ready to do it. 

Melissa asked Dr. Mackie about the proce-
dure and the Dr. answered all of her questions, 
which put her mind at ease. Dr. Mackie went 
through the details and took time to describe 
the procedure, about what to expect and how it 
would affect the way she breathed.  

After Melissa had her procedure she went 
home that day and returned in the morning. She 
wasn’t quite ready for what happened next. 

When the surgical packing was removed, Me-
lissa was amazed how it felt to breathe again.  

Over the next few months, Melissa began no-
ticing the effects of the procedure in her daily 
life. Coworkers remarked that she had more 
energy and had a lively “pinkish color” to her 
complexion. Her sleep was more fulfilling be-
cause she didn’t wake up exhausted after a full 
night’s rest. Melissa had trouble with her exer-
cises because she would wake up the following 
day with headaches, which Melissa believes 
were from not having enough oxygen. After the 
procedure, she began training for a marathon 
and continues to prepare.

The Mackie Clinic has helped Melissa and 
thousands of others with their allergy, sinus or 
hearing problems. If you aren’t living as ac-
tively as you’d like or are having trouble liv-
ing fully because your sinus, allergy or hearing 
problems, please give The Mackie Clinic a call. 
Our courteous and professional staff is happy 
to help.

She describes the sensation of having a big 
hole in your head and she recognized that her 
breathing had gotten so bad over the years but 
she didn’t even know. 

Fill in each square with one digit, using only the numbers one through nine  |  Numbers cannot repeat within an individual box of nine squares
    Numbers cannot repeat down a column  |  Numbers cannot repeat across a row

EASY MEDIUM HARD

The Grotto in San Benito
1801 West Expressway 83 (3rd House Down from The Longhorn)
Spiritual Gifts That Help Focus Our Attention on Jesus Christ The Savior Of The World
Bibles, Rosaries, Prayer Cards, Novenas, Children’s Books, Medals, Divine Mercy, Pamphlets, 
Crosses, Necklaces, Rings, Italian Made Religious Articles, Handmade Religious Wooden Niches, 
Handmade Decade Rosaries ...
We can also order any item from our supply companies that sell thousands of items for 
weddings, quinceneras, funerals, anniversaries, prayer groups & religious conferences
Come visit our Grotto built in 1953-54 .. The 1st Marian Year instituted by Pope Pius XII.
Come Shop, Stay & Pray
First Communion Gifts NOW IN STOCK .. 
TRUNK SHOWS AVAILABLE FOR RV RESORTS and PRAYER GROUPS 
CALL 956-241-1967 .. Bring this ad for a 10% discount off your purchase!
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  We also kick off the Christmas season with 
our annual program at the Tower Theater in 
Weslaco the first weekend in December.

Our spring show this year follows the peo-
ple of a small town through their activities as 
published in the local weekly newspaper.  In 
addition to the Chorus members and quartets, 
the show will feature Texas Gold, a men’s bar-
bershop quartet and a 6-piece jazz combo. The 
Chorus will also be holding a Chinese auction 
during intermission for a variety of gift baskets.

The women in our Chorus live from San 
Benito to Palmview and come together to re-

Magic Valley Chorus Annual Show February 21st
Extra! Extra! Read all about it! 
Magic Valley Chorus of Sweet Adelines International will present its 

annual spring show “Black and White and Read All Over” on Saturday, 
February 21 at 3:00 pm at PSJA High School Performing Arts Center.  
The school is located on Veterans Blvd (I Rd) and Ridge Road in San 
Juan.  Tickets are $8 in advance and $10 at the door and are available 
from any Chorus member and also at the Alamo Chamber of Commerce. 

Magic Valley Chorus is a group of women who sing acapella music, 
barbershop style.  We sing a wide variety of songs: country, gospel, 
Broadway and movie musical, pop and jazz.  We sing throughout the 
community at events such as the Hidalgo Festival of Lights, the Mujeres 
Unidas volunteer luncheon, the World War II Veterans’ Flight as well as 
in retirement parks across the Valley.

hearse every Monday night at St. Mark Meth-
odist Church (Colonel Rowe and Pecan) in 
McAllen from 7:00 to 10:00 pm.  We’d love to 
have women singers visit us any Monday night.  
About half our members are Winter Texans who 
stay connected to the Chorus via the internet 
during the summer.  Our summer rehearsals are 
streamed live so that members from Canada to 
Michigan to Minnesota to New York can learn 
new music along with everyone else. 

The Chorus has been around for over 20 
years.  For most of the past year we have been 
operating without a musical director. 

Two members of the Chorus have stepped up 
to keep the Chorus moving forward, but both 
would rather sing than stand out front directing.  
We have not yet been successful in our direc-
tor search, but we’re hopeful that we will find 
someone who is either already familiar with or 
is interested in learning the barbershop style.  

For further information about the Chorus, 
the director position or the show call Janet at 
956-571-8660 or Shirley at 956-802-9633.  

“Like” us on Facebook or visit our 
website www.magicvalleychorus.com.

This beautifully decorated, 2700 sq. ft. custom designed home is located on a lot 
and a half, and features 2x6 
stud walls, steel beams, tilt-
in/escape windows with sun 
screens, protected entry, gar-
den room with built-in ser-
vice bar. Interior highlights 
include vaulted ceilings, 
state-of-the-art kitchen with 
canned lighting and granite 
countertops, deep stainless 
steel kitchen & island prep 
sinks, butler’s pantry, sepa-
rate utility room with wash-

er/dryer & utility sink along with freezer space. This home boasts an open concept 
with two living areas, wood burning fireplace, textured drywall, Red Oak cabinetry 
and baseboards, stainless kitchen appliances, plantation shutters throughout, crown 
molding.  Additionally it includes osmosis & soft water systems, smoke detectors 
and a monitored security system, along with many more special features.  At Adobe 
Wells you own your lot, enjoy an 18-hole, par-3 golf course; swimming pools, hot 
tubs, clubhouses, and more.  A retirement home must see: 956-778-0262

This is Not Your Momma’s Mobile Home!

From the Doctor’s Desk
by Dr. Audrey Jones, D.O.

Vitamin C
Vitamin C is also known as 

L-ascorbic acid or ascorbate.  
The vast majority of plants 
and animals are able to syn-
thesize vitamin C.  This bio-
synthesis can take place in the 
liver or the kidneys depending 
on the family or species of the 
plant or animal.  Humans are 
among the groups that cannot 
make Vitamin C.  It must be 
ingested to be utilized.

Vitamin C is a cofactor in 
enzyme reactions and acts 
as a reducing agent.  The en-
zyme reactions are important 
in collagen synthesis.  When 
collagen synthesis reactions 
are not functioning normal-
ly, scurvy may occur, wound 
healing may be delayed and 
there may be increased bleed-
ing from capillaries.  Scurvy 
is a disease caused by lack 
of vitamin C.  Symptoms are 
brown spots that occur on the 
skin, puffy bleeding gums, 
and tooth loss. Advanced 
stages may result in death.  
This disease was common 
among sailors on ships sailing 
on long ocean voyages. 

Vitamin C is absorbed into

the body by active transport 
and simple diffusion. Tis-
sues that are found to have 
100 times the  concentration 
of blood levels are the adre-
nal glands, pituitary gland, 
thymus, corpus luteum, and 
retina.  Tissues that have 10 
to 50 times the concentration 
of blood levels are:  brain, 
spleen, lung, testicle, lymph 
nodes, liver, thyroid, small in-
testinal mucosa, leukocytes, 
pancreas, kidney and salivary 
glands.  When concentrations 
of Vitamin C reach the renal 
resorption threshold (men: 
1.5mg/dL and Women 1.3mg/
dL) it is excreted in the urine. 

Vitamin C has been re-
searched in various medical 
conditions ranging from the 
common cold to cancer.  There 
are many myths and truths to 
the powers of Vitamin C.  Lit-
erature reviews reveal that Vi-
tamin C does not reduce the 
risk of lung cancer, but may 
be associated with a reduced 
risk of colorectal cancer.

There is no evidence that 
Vitamin C reduces the risk of 
myocardial infarction, stroke, 

or cardiovascular mortality, 
but recent studies are showing 
a significant positive effect 
of Vitamin C on endothelial 
function.  The endothelium 
is the lining of the arteries 
where disease causing block-
age can occur.

The recommended dosage 
for adult males is 90mg per 
day and for females is 75mg 
per day.  The tolerable upper 
level intake is 2000mg.

Large doses of Vitamin C 
may cause indigestion, nau-
sea, vomiting, diarrhea, flush-
ing of the face, headache, 
fatigue, disturbed sleep and 
rashes.

A man left for work one Fri-
day afternoon. But, being pay-
day, instead of going home, he 
stayed out the entire weekend 
partying with the boys and 
spending his entire paycheck.

When he finally appeared 
at home, Sunday night, he 
was confronted by a very an-
gry wife and was barraged for 
nearly two hours with a tirade 
befitting his actions. 

Finally his wife stopped the 
nagging and simply said to 
him, “How would you like it 
if you didn’t see me for two or 
three days?” To which he re-
plied, “That would be fine with 
me.”

Monday went by and he 
didn’t see his wife. Tuesday 
and Wednesday came and went 
with the same results. Come 
Thursday, the swelling went 
down just enough where he 
could see her a little out of the 
corner of his left eye.
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PVAC Loves Volunteers! 
Love is in the air everywhere you look 

in February and Palm Valley Animal 
Center is no exception.  PVAC has been 
serving Hidalgo County’s residents and 
homeless animals for almost 40 years 
and it’s all largely thanks to our wonder-
ful volunteers.  PVAC loves their volun-
teers and their volunteers love spending 
time with us, just ask Aymi Rodriguez, 
“I started volunteering at PVAC because 
it gives me a sense of fulfilment work-
ing with animals and giving back to the 
community. It is the most fun I have ever 
had volunteering!”

PVAC Volunteers make a difference in 
our community, whether it’s by walking 
a dog, playing with a cat in our loose cat 
room, stuffing envelopes for a fundraiser,

or by assisting at outreach events in the 
community. 

Here are just five reasons why you 
should join the PVAC Volunteer Team:

1. Be Part of the Solution: 
You’ll join a network of hundreds of 
thousands of people working to make a 
world a more humane place for all living 
creatures.

2. You’ll be in Good Company: 
You’ll make lots of new friends - and not 
just the four-legged kind. You’ll be sur-
rounded by people who love animals as 
much as you, and they might even be-
come lifelong friendships.

3. Stay Active: 
You’ll discover skills you never knew 
you had, and you may be surprised at 
what you’re capable of achieving.

4. Gain Experience: 
You’ll learn things that may lead you 
to the career or career change-of your 
dreams. Employers and college admis-
sions officers look favorably on time 
spent in volunteer service.

5. Enjoy a wagging tail, a purr, and a 
smile!

by Rebeca Villanueva

Volunteer opportunities at PVAC in-
clude Greeter/Receptionist Desk Atten-
dant, Dog Walkers, Cat Socializer, Pho-
tographers, Special Event, Internships, 
Mascot Character, Groomer, Youth/
Community Outreach, and many, many 
more! To learn more about volunteering 
at PVAC, please call 956-686-1141 Ext 
31 or email volunteer@pvaconline.com.

About:
Palm Valley Animal Center is a pri-

vate, non-profit organization where we 
believe “It takes a community effort. 
Please spay & neuter your pets”. Found-
ed 1982 in McAllen, Texas, the Center 
provides services for more than 750,000 
people throughout Hidalgo County and 
thousands of animals annually through 
adoptions, educational and rescue pro-
grams both onsite and throughout the 
community.

Welcome Winter Texans!  
We hope you are enjoying your 

time in the Rio Grande Valley.  For 
those who bring pet family mem-
bers with you, we want to extend 
an invitation to visit our pet board-
ing facility in Edinburg.  We of-
fer day care as well as overnight 
boarding, bathing and nail trim-
ming for your pups.  Cat boarding 
is available as well.

We are located on the northeast 
side of Edinburg and are open 
Monday-Friday from 9am to 6pm, 
Saturday 9am - 12 noon and Sun-
day from 3pm - 6pm.  I am also 
a Karen Pryor Certified Trainer so 
you can tune up your dog’s man-
ners this winter too!

Check out our website at 
PawsandClawsRGV.com where 
you can view a video tour and get 
more information about our ken-
nel.  Mention you saw us in The 
Valley Spotlight and get one night 
boarding free with any stay of at 
least 2 nights.  This offer is valid 
until May 2015.

Mike and Suzan Bunney
Paws and Claws Pet Resort

990 S Tower Rd.
Edinburg, TX
956-384-9301

WINTER TEXANS ... YOU ARE INVITED!!Let Us Cater Your
Group Dinners!

Call 956-205-2151
THE BEST BBQ IN SOUTH TEXAS!
OIL FIELD CATERING AVAILABLE

Ace’s BBQ
2536 E Griffin Pkwy - Mission 

DINE IN  / CARRY OUT

Custom Catering Packages
available for any size group!

Enjoy the Music of

Dale & Gayle
in our dining room 

Fridays & Saturdays 
call for times
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W e  S t i l l  H a v e  a  F e w  B R A N D  N E W
2 0 1 4  R a m  1 5 0 0  S p o r t  4 x 4  C r e w  C a b s

i n  s t o c k  a n d

W E  N E E D  T O  M O V E  T H E M  N O W !

956-984-4433
Burns Motors ... 1300 East Business Highway 83 ... McAllen, TX 78501 ... 1-866-464-0966 / 956-984-4433 ... www.burnsmotors.com

The Rio Grande Valley’s

#1 NEW
Chrysler, Dodge, Ram

and Jeep dealer is here
to assist you with all of
your automotive needs.

C o m e  i n  a n d  t a k e  a d v a n t a g e  o f  o u r
L O W  C L E A R A N C E  P R I C E S !

$11,000 of f  MSRP
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THE MAGIC VALLEY

When it comes to understanding how 
the Rio Grande Valley became The Mag-
ic Valley, two pioneers stand in the fore-
front: John H. Shary and Lloyd Millard 
Bentsen, Sr.
John H. Shary
John Harry Shary, the son of Bohemian 

immigrants was born on a Saline Coun-
ty, Nebraska, farm on March 2, 1872. At 
the age of 22, John joined a California 
redwood lumber firm for which he trav-
eled throughout the United States and 

in Canada. He be-
came interested in 
land investments 
and development, 
particularly in Tex-
as. Between 1906 
and 1910 he and 
George H. Paul de-
veloped 250,000 
acres in the cotton-

producing area around Corpus Christi, 
operating from out-of-state offices with 
special trains transporting prospective 
buyers to South Texas on a weekly basis.

Impressed by the commercial poten-
tial of citrus-growing experiments in the 
lower Rio Grande Valley region John 
Shary bought and subdivided more than 
50,000 acres of land in the Valley and 

installed an irrigation system. 
With the financial help of Jesse H. 

Jones he bought most of the early exper-
imental citrus groves, especially grape-
fruit, and from them he harvested some 
of the early commercial citrus crops af-
ter World War I. 

John became very influential in the 
Valley. He headed numerous commercial 
firms, including banks, land companies, 
and newspapers, and was a director of the 
Intercoastal Canal Association and the 
St. Louis, Brownsville and Mexico Rail-
way Company. John and his wife Mary 
lived on the Shary Estate in Sharyland, 
northeast of Mission. They also main-
tained homes in Omaha, Nebraska, and 
Branson, Missouri, thus qualifying them 
as what we today call “Winter Texans”. 

Lloyd M. Bentsen Sr.
In 1918, heeding medical advice, Peter 

and Tena Bentsen left their homestead 
in Argo Township, South Dakota and 
drove by car for 17 days and 1,675 miles 
to Sharyland, Texas. They were accom-
panied by their son Lloyd and his wife, 
Dolly. Arriving penniless, Peter Bent-
sen rented a place in Mission and began 
working as a land agent for John Shary. 

Lloyd and his brother Elmer Bent-
sen became the premier colonizers and 

developers of Hidalgo County, which 
led all counties of the United States in 
cotton production and raised a good part 
of the Valley’s 1948 $100 million citrus 
and vegetable crop. In 1952 the county 
centennial program described the contri-
bution of Lloyd and Elmer’s stake in the 
county’s economic development. The 
Pride O Texas citrus trademark contrib-
uted substantially to the fortune that the 
Bentsen family began amassing. Elmer 
and Lloyd were principals in the Elsa 
State Bank, Elmer a president and direc-
tor and Lloyd on the board of directors. 
Lloyd was also a principal in the First 
National banks of McAllen, Mission, 
Edinburg, Raymondville, and Browns-
ville. He served as president of the Rio 
Grande Valley Chamber of Commerce 
from 1944 to 1946 
and was instrumen-
tal in uniting and 
developing Cam-
eron, Hidalgo, Starr, 
and Willacy coun-
ties. Later in life he 
became sensitive to 
preserving the natu-
ral environment of the Valley and do-
nated land that became the Bentsen-Rio 
Grande Valley State Scenic Park.

Rio Grande Valley Partnership    322 S. Missouri - Weslaco, Texas    956-968-3141
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For Kids Only
No matter how old you are!

Have Fun and Learn
while you solve these puzzles and 

practice your coloring skills

Visit us on FACEBOOK at 
https://www.facebook.com/pages/JDs-Farm-Ranch/184525548260094
or login to FACEBOOK and search for JD’s Farm & Ranch

CHECK OUR FACEBOOK PAGE 
FOR DAILY SPECIAL DISCOUNTS

9200 St. Hwy. 107 - Mission
956-585-3143

JD’s Farm and Ranch Supply
is a certified dealer for

U-Haul &
South Texas

Carports
Vet Clinic at JD’s - 1st Sat. every month  Noel Ramirez DVM  Nutro

Dog Food

LOWEST
PRICE
in the
VALLEY!

to:
from:

Find these words associated with

Valentine’s Day
CANDY
CARD

FLOWERS
FRIEND

GIFT
HEART
KISS
LOVE

Color this valentine and give it to someone SPECIAL!
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The Gomer & Patsy Show
Come and Enjoy

Their
Comedy & Music

in
One

Fantastic
Show

Feb 2 .. Hidden Valley Ranch - Mission .. 7pm
Feb 10 .. Trail’s End RV Resort - Weslaco .. 7pm
Feb 15 .. Trophy Gardens RV Resort - Alamo .. 6pm
Feb 19 .. Schlitterbahn Dinner Show   S. Padre Island .. 7pm
Schlitterbahn Beach Resort .. Doors open at 5:30pm
Call:  956-761-1170 For Special Hotel/Show Rates
Feb 22 .. Twin Lakes RV Park - Mission .. 5:30pm
Feb 24 .. Bentsen Grove Resort - Mission .. 7pm
Feb 25 .. San Juan Gardens - San Juan .. 7pm
Feb 27 .. Casa Del Valle .. Alamo .. 7pm
Feb 28 .. Enchanted Valley Ranch - Mission .. 7pm
Mar 1 .. Leisure World RV Park - Weslaco .. 7pm
Mar 7 .. Dream Valley Ranch - Mission .. 2pm
Mar 11 .. Winter Haven - Brownsville .. 6:30pm
Watch for updates  at  Gomer.WinterTexanInfo .com

The Best of
Auntie

Kreamsaugen
and MORE!

Enjoy her homespun wisdom, 
witty musical renditions of songs 
we all know, and tall tales from 

the fabled “Snoose Hollow.”

Sun, Feb  8 ... Valley View Estates - Mission .. 7pm
Thur, Feb 12 ... Winter Ranch - Alamo .. 7pm
Sun, Feb 15 ... Alamo Palms - Alamo .. 6pm
Thur, Feb 19 ... Trophy Gardens - Alamo .. 6pm
Sun, Feb 22 ... Pine To Palm - Weslaco .. 7pm
Sat, Feb 28 ... Country Side RV & MH Park - Donna .. 7pm
Wed, Mar 4 ... Paradise Park - McAllen .. 7pm
Ladies Spring Luncheons:
Thur, Mar 5 ... Enchanted Valley - Mission .. 12 Noon
Thur, Mar 12 ... Sunshine Rv Resort - Harlingen .. 12:30pm

Watch for updates at www.auntiekreamsaugen.com
Find her at Jasper’s Theater this summer www.jasperstheater.com

Come and get your dose of  Laughter, the Best Medicine

Tue. 3rd .. 3 and 7 pm  .. Gospelfest    
Fun N’ Sun - San Benito
Mon. 9th .. 7 pm .. ♥ Valentine’s Show ♥  
Lemon Tree Resort - Mission
Sun. 22nd .. 7 pm .. Variety Show
W and I Resort  - Mission
Mon. 23rd .. 7pm
‘A Tribute to Frank Sinatra and Friends’
Palm Shadows Resort - Donna
Wed. 25th .. 7 pm
‘A Tribute to St. Patrick’s Day’
Lazy Palms Ranch - Edinburg
Thur. 26th .. 7 pm
‘A Tribute to St. Patrick’s Day’
Palmdale Resort - San Benito         

FEBRUARY SHOWS

For information concerning booking Ralph for a performance 
at your facility call: up to March 1, 2015  ... 417-230-8198 
March 1st until   October 31, 2015 ...613-922-1941 / 613-969-1956
November 1, 2015 – March 2, 2016 ... 417-230-8198
or at ralphkuster@sympatico.ca. or  www.ralphkuster.net

For 14 years Wes Thibodeaux and The Cajun Travelers
excited Rio Grande Valley audiences with their own style of

Cajun music and humor. Here is your chance to own
a DVD Video of one of their last valley performances 

for only $20 (S/H included)   to order email
rod@wintertexaninfo.com or call 956-782-2413

Nearly 90 minutes of
Cajun Music and Bayou Humor

as only The Cajun Travelers could provide.

THE BEST JAM
in

THE VALLEY
is at

ALAMO REC VEH PARK
1320 W Frontage Rd.  

 Alamo, TX
Come and Jam with Valley Favorites JAY & TAMMY 

EVERY MONDAY from 12:30 - 3pm
All Valley musicians and vocalists are invited to participate.

This is your opportunity to perform with
professional live musicians backing you up!

For more info or directions call 956-783-5440 or 956-787-8221
Come early at 11am for lunch!

DIXON Company Band
Traditional Country Music

is the main genre for this group, 
but they will always leave just 

enough room to personalize each 
show with a mix of comedy,

folk and a gospel tune. 

Whether it’s a small. intimate setting, a country dance or a concert show for several thousand, they 
guarantee you’ll have a great time. 956-226-3433 ... cnjdixon@execulink.com ... www.dixonband.com

Every Wednesday at the Ice House in Mission .. 3-6pm weather permitting
Thur. Feb. 5th Peckers Bar & Grill - Weslaco  3-6pm
Fri. Feb. 6th 1015 RV Park - Weslaco  Show 6:30-8pm
Sat. Feb. 7th Twin Lakes Park - Mission  Dance 7-10pm
Fri. Feb.13th Elks Lodge - McAllen Fish Fry 5pm  Dance 6:30-9:30pm
Sat. Feb. 14th Valentines Dance, Green Acres - Donna 7-10pm
Thur. Feb. 19th Peckers Bar & Grill - Weslaco  3-6pm
Fri. Feb. 20th Quiet Village II - Donna  Dance 7-10pm
Sat. Feb. 21st Mission West Park - Mission Dance 7-10pm
Sun. Feb. 22nd Roadrunner RV Park - Alamo  Show 7pm
Fri. Feb. 27th Pharr South Park - Pharr Dance 7-10pm
Sat. Feb. 28th El Valle Del Sol - Mission  Dance 7-10pm
Wed. Mar. 4th McAllen Mobile Park - McAllen  Show 7pm
Fri. Mar. 6th Elks Lodge - McAllen  Fish Fry 5pm  Dance 6:30-9:30pm
Sat. Mar. 7th Koenigs Park - Donna  Show 7pm
Wed. Mar. 11th Countryside Park - Donna  Show 7pm
Fri. March 13th Alamo Rose Park - Alamo  Dance 7-10pm

Carlos R. Canas
Over 35 years experience

Singing Only the Very Best Oldies!
American Standards • Country Classics

50s Rock & Roll • Easy Listening 40’s - 70’s
956-214-1967 - available statewide
Dances • Reunions • Retirement Communities

RV Resorts • Dinner Music • Special Events • Sing-A-Longs
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Dave Salyer and Daphne Anderson .. 
A down-to-earth guy and girl with one goal; to provide clean, quality, exhilarating 

entertainment and always giving God the glory for their talents.
Contact: 615-400-4939   Email: oprywest@comcast.net    www.daveanddaphne.com

Wed. 4th    Park Place  - Harlingen .. 7pm
Thu. 5th     Eldorado Acres  - Palmview .. 7pm
Fri. 6th        Tropic Winds  - Harlingen .. 7pm
Sat. 7th        Paul’s RV Resort - Brownsville .. 7pm
Sun. 8th      Citrus Valley - McAllen .. 2pm
Mon. 9th    Schlitterbahn Resort - SPI Dinner Show
Tue. 10th    Alamo Rec Veh Park - Alamo .. 1pm
Wed. 11th   Victoria Palms - Donna .. 7pm
Thu. 12th    Fig Tree Resort - Harlingen .. 7pm
Fri. 13th      Winter Green Estates - Mission .. 6:30pm
Sat. 14th      Casa Del Sol - Donna - Dinner Show .. 6pm

Sun. 15th    Holiday Village - Pharr .. 2pm
Sun. 15th    Mission West - Mission .. 7pm
Mon. 16th  Lemon Tree - Mission .. 7pm
Wed. 18th   VIP LaFeria East - La Feria .. 7pm
Fri. 20th       Circle T - Mission .. 7pm
Sat. 21st       Valley Awards Show .. 6pm
Sun. 22nd    Texas Trails - Pharr .. 7pm
Mon. 23rd   Winterhaven - Brownsville .. 6:30pm
Tue. 24th      Alamo Rose - Alamo .. 7pm
Wed. 25th    Paradise Park - Pharr .. 7pm
Thu. 26th     Paradise Park - McAllen .. 7pm

Here They Come, From Nashville, Tennessee
Bringing Their

HIGH - ENERGY
PERFORMANCE

to the 
Rio Grande Valley
for the 4th year ...

The DAVE & DAPHNE SHOW!
Exclusively at these February 2015 concerts:

DON’T MISS
THIS SHOW!

Award Winning 
Country & Gospel Entertainers

Performed in Nashville, TN
& Branson, MO

www.SouthernAnthemBand.com
Feb 1  Sunshine RV Resort .. 6:45pm
Feb 2 Lemontree RV Inn .. 7pm
Feb 5 VIP-La Feria West .. 7pm
Feb 6 Four Seasons RV Park .. 2pm
Feb 7 Paradise Park .. 7pm 
Feb 9 Palm Shadows .. 7pm 
Feb 10 Mission Bell -Tradewinds .. 7pm 
Feb 11 Mission Garden Resort .. 7pm
Feb 12 Holiday Village .. 7pm
Feb 14 Winter Texan Fiesta .. 1pm
Feb 14 Chimney Park RV Resort .. 7pm 
Feb 15 Magic Valley Park .. 7pm 
Feb 19 Heritage Village .. 1:30pm
Feb 20 Seven Oaks Resort .. 7pm 
Feb 21 Val’s Kountry Corral .. 7pm 
Feb 22 Paradise South .. 7pm

Feb 23 J-5 RV Park .. 7pm
Feb 24 Tropical Valley Acres .. 7pm 
Feb 26 Eldorado Acres RV Park .. 7pm 
Feb 27 Oleander Acres .. 7pm 
Feb 28 Dream Valley Ranch .. 2pm 
Mar 1 El Valle De Sol .. 2pm
Mar 1 Casa Del Sol .. 7pm
Mar 3 Bentsen Grove Resort .. 7pm
Mar 4 Pine to Palm .. 7pm
Mar 5 Alamo Rec-Veh Park .. 6:30pm 
Mar 8 Trophy Gardens .. 6pm 
Mar 10 Southern Comfort .. 7pm
Mar 12 Bentsen Palms RV Park .. 7pm 
Mar 13 Circle T RV Park .. 7pm 
Mar 15 Mission West RV Park .. 7pm
Mar 17 Trails End RV Park .. 7pm 

Feb 3rd,  Schlitterbahn Dinner Show - So. Padre Island .. call 956-761-1160 or 772-9772
Feb 7th,  Border Theater - Mission .. Theater Hippie Party with Hits of The 60s! .. 5pm
Feb 14th,  Park Place Estates - Harlingen .. Valentines Variety Dance .. 7-10pm
Feb 21st,  Sleepy Valley Mission .. Back for Hippie Days 3 Dance .. 7-10pm
Feb 24th,  Fountain at Penitas - Penitas .. 60s Party .. 5-7:30pm
Feb 25th,  AmeriCana RV Park - Mission .. Hippie Senior Prom Dance .. 7-10pm
Feb 27th,  Alamo Rose - Alamo .. Back Again for Hippie Daze 3 Dance .. 7-10pm

PEACE and LOVE ~ ~ ~ James and Faye Marvell

Dale & Gayle
We are a husband/wife team from 
northern Oklahoma specializing in 
classic country music.
We also perform cowboy, oldies 
rock & roll and gospel music.

We play all of our music live on gui-
tar and keyboard, we do not use 
recorded tracks. We have a reper-
toire of over 500 songs.

ALMOST EVERY FRIDAY & SATURDAY .. 5 - 8pm
at ACE’s BBQ - 2536 E Griffin Parkway - Mission .. 956-205-2151
Come enjoy the Valley’s Best BBQ and Great Music!
We will not be at Ace’s BBQ on the dates that are scheduled somewhere else below: 

Thur, Feb 5 .. Cottonwood Park, Mission .. Show .. 6 - 8 pth
Wed, Feb 11 .. 1st Baptist Church, Lyford .. Show .. 5 - 6
                        meal & entertainment .. Public welcome
Sat, Feb 14 .. Eldorado Acres RV, Mission .. Valentines Dance .. 7 - 10
Fri, Feb 20 .. Four Seasons RV & Mobile Park, Zapata
                        full country show .. 2 - 4pm .. public welcome .. $5pp 
Wed, Feb 25 .. Winterhaven Park, Brownsville .. Show .. 6:30 - 8:00 
Sat, Feb 28 .. Paradise Park, Harlingen .. Show .. 7 - 9
Fri, Mar 13 .. Sunshine RV, Harlingen .. Fish Fry .. 4 - 5:30

This is our 5th winter in the Rio Grande Valley performing everything from 
full shows, dances, happy hours, and other events in parks.  No show or 
park is too small or too large. We are available for bookings for this winter.
Contact: daleeisenhauer@sbcglobal.net or call 580-362-5437.

The General Public is Invited
to attend entertainment programs in the

Rio Grande Valley’s RV / Mobile Home Resorts!
Some resorts who have

limited seating and/or parking
may not be open to public attendance.

It is a good idea to call ahead and verify. 
You can find contact information for all of 

the Rio Grande Valley’s resorts at
www.WinterTexanInfo.com or in one
of the several Park Guide books which 

can be found in most resort offices.
This promises to be a season of great
entertainment as many of your favorite 

entertainers return and many new groups 
come to the Valley for the first time.

www.wintertexaninfo.com
is your online resource to find out

where these entertainers are performing as well as
all other activities including dances, jam sessions,

craft shows, public meals and more!

Do you have an
RV, Mobile Home or Park Model

for Sale or Rent ?

List it at
WinterTexanInfo.com

where hundreds of
prospective renters or buyers

will see it every day!
Call 956-457-8600
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Monday, February 23 
Show Times: 2:00 PM & 7:00 PM 
Tickets: $15 in advance, $17 at door

Park Place Estates Ballroom 5401 US 83 Bus. -  Harlingen, TX
Link Union - www. linkunion.org
Lindley Creek - www.lindleycreek.com
The Prowell Family - www.prowellfamilyband.com
Tickets available at Park Place Est. (956) 412-0375 or Lindley Creek (417) 326-9616

This event is open to the general public!

Faith, Family
Freedom

Celebration 2015
Don’t miss this great event!  
Starting in 2010, the Faith, Family, Freedom 

Celebration has been one of the most popular 
events in the valley.  Each band will perform a 
concert showcasing their ability to entertain 
without the use of any pre-recorded music.  

Every performer sings and plays several 
instruments in this high energy show!  

The grand finale is a showcase of all the kids 
from each band forming a 

“super group” of young talent.  
Don’t miss it!!!!

LINK UNION

LINDLEY CREEK

THE PROWELL FAMILY

A Musical Celebration of the Principles
upon which our Great Country was Founded!

Anticipation of the show to come caused the 
event to sell out to a capacity crowd with some 
having to be turned away at the door. The audi-
ence was not disappointed! Such a performance 
had never taken place in the valley ever before 
and attendees spread the word to friends and 
neighbors.

By coincidence, or perhaps by Grand Design; 
Lebanon, MO is the hometown of the Lance 
and Becky Link family and the John Rob and 
Kathie Greer family. Both of these families en-
joy a love of music and have been blessed with 
the talent and opportunity to perform their mu-
sic for audiences around the world. 

Watching them play a wide variety of instru-
ments with seemingly flawless perfection leads 
one to believe that there is an unlimited supply 
of natural talent between all members of both 
families. It is through their shared love of music 
and their friendship, developed by close prox-
imity, that has led to what has become known 
as the Faith, Family, Freedom Celebration.

The dream began in the Link Family living 
room in 2010 as they discussed ways in which 
they could use their musical talents to convey 
their core beliefs that: #1 the great freedoms that 
are enjoyed in the U.S. and Canada should be 
appreciated and celebrated because of the great 
sacrifice so many have made; #2 our freedom 
to worship in any way we choose should not be 
taken for granted; #3 the family still works and 
there are young people that love our country, 
our God and our neighbors.

The main objective was to plan an event that 
was FUN, non-political, and uplifting. Without 
a doubt, that objective was fully realized!

They chose to name the event Faith, Family, 
Freedom Celebration and first performed it in 
the Rio Grande Valley of South Texas at Tropic 
Star Resort in Pharr, TX in January 2010. In 
addition to The Link Family and Lindley Creek 
Bluegrass, as the Greer Family was known, 
they were joined by an equally talented family 
of musicians, The Lindsey Family. 

Consecutive years have proven the event to 
be a lasting tribute to how we as faithful Ameri-
cans and Canadians alike hold dear the princi-
ples that our countries were founded upon.

Each year, by popular demand, additional 
performances have been attended by thousands 
of Winter Texans and local RGV residents. In 
2012, three performances were done in one day 
at Bibleville in Alamo, TX to a total combined 
audience of over 2100 people!

Additional bands have participated in the 
event over the course of the last five years in-
cluding: The Harper Family, The Punches, The 
Prowell Family and one year had Gomer (Gary 
Crain) as the Emcee. This year’s Faith, Fam-
ily, Freedom Celebration promises to be a spec-
tacular event as the original founders, The Link 
Family (now known as Link Union) and Lind-
ley Creek are joined by the Prowell Family on 
Monday, February 23 for two performances at 
Park Place Estates Resort in Harlingen, Texas. 
There is no doubt that this will be another sell 
out event, so be sure to get your tickets in ad-
vance. (See info above).

I, along with thousands of others, can’t wait 
to see how these musicians have continued to 
mature, not only in stature, but in honing their 
skills to a higher level with every performance.

See Ya there!      Rod Graham

As They Appeared
in 2010

The Link Family Lindley Creek

The Lindsey Family


