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In my humble opinion, “Any time a man 
or woman is expected to put on a uniform, 

-

in my book as Heroes”. Most of us who were 

-

or sex had little to do with it. We all went, and 
some of us came back. Yes, the term Veteran’s 
day is certainly appropriate and cherished by 
those of us who were there. We are all part of 

one of the most important days to celebrate. 

based holiday. “El dia de los muertos” or “day 
of the dead“, is celebrated in Mexico. Some 

November

-

Chrysanthemum. This month also separates 

call that important?

world wars one and two. Since that time how-

-

were termed police actions, and some other 

Storm and other places, but since war had not 

classed as war heroes. Under new and exist-

must be considered as such.

Observations On Life  by Ben Dover

About Ben Dover: I hope readers of the this paper will enjoy my offerings. 
I have been a writer of articles found in free press papers for about thirty years. My given name is Ben Raiche. My 

wish each other a nice day. My email is Benmagnolia3@gmail.com.

Marine Military Academy will host its Vet-

as they will be honored at this occasion and 
asked to join the MMA superintendent for the 

year’s parade. The public is not only welcome 

respect to their nation’s local heroes. 
-

the parade. MMA’s battalion-size parades are 
always held in front of the historic Iwo Jima 
Monument, a symbol of American pride for 

-

-

VETERANS DAY PARADE
Marine Military Academy in Harlingen

Honoring 
Our Veterans

Past, Present and Future -

-

-
tary Academy at Westpoint and has commanded U.S. 

-

-

-

the Texas Army National 

of the armory in Weslaco, 

Valley were members of 

their country proudly in 

-

-

-

of the United States.
Authored by Dr. David Plummer (STC) 
who served with 3-141 Infantry in Afghanistan.

LTG Donahue

Veterans War Memorial of Texas
29th & Galveston - McAllen, Texas



Kids For Wish Kids is a popular 

-

medical conditions.
Students are responsible for the pro-

Contact the Rio Grande Valley Make-A-Wish® chapter
to get started with some of these projects:
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The Valley Spotlight 
is published by

Sell Spirit Chains

Coordinate A Superstars For 
Wishes Event

Sell Candy-Grams

Hold Student/Teacher Games

Have A Penny War

Host A Dance Marathon

Pie-In-The-Face

Announce A Dress-Down Day

To learn more about Kids for 
Wish Kids success across the coun-

on ways to help. then fundraising.

Make-A-Wish® Rio Grande Valley®

One Park Place. Ste. 405
McAllen, TX 78503

956-686-9474
www.riograndevalley.wish.org

LEARN TO FLY
in the World’s

Most Popular Aircraft

Call to schedule your
$100 Introductory Flight

McCREERY AVIATION
Flight Academy 686-1774

November is designated
National Aviation History Month

Valley Trivia

in Matamoros. 
-

after control of the company had 

was located at the site of present 
day Valley International Airport.

school

-
uously patrolled the coast.  They 

now McAllen Miller International Airport. Mac’s son Bob is the current presi-



 

True Tales of a Valley Birder 
by Keith Hackland (alamoinn@aol.com)

Birdy News Bits for November 2016

-

hundred exhibitors draw thousands to the trade 

are showcased. There is no entrance fee, but 

-

collection of raptors 
on display, and as 
a falconer he puts 
some of the birds 

as he speaks about 
their natural history. He is not only a licensed 
falconer, but he also rehabilitates raptors, and 
so those he has on show are rescue birds that 

SOUTH TEXAS GUIDE TO BIRDING                                                                             
Edited by Nancy

South Texas Nature, 
this where to bird in 
South Texas book is 

-
able free at partici-

commerce across 
the Valley and at the 
Alamo Outdoor Store 

With site research 

-
-
-

formation and maps 

hot spots in twenty 

-

stayed for some ten days. It 

this tropical species. Birders 

to see it and it made the news 
in “The Monitor” and other 
newspapers. I was one of the 
lucky birders to see it, and as 

it turned out, one of the last three birders to see 
it before it departed for a new destination. Sun-

-

801 Main St. - Alamo, TX 78516
Tel. 956.782.9912

Email: alamoinn@aol.com
www.alamoinnbnb.com

We provide everything needed by birders

800 South Standard
San Juan, Texas 78589

 Tel. 956.787.1034

Worship Services 
11AM Sundays

Bible Study - English
Sunday 9:30AM 

Bible Study - Spanish 
Tuesday 7:00PM

Everyone is 
Welcome!

-

-
-

head Road wooded lots on 

a tropical bird that shows 
up quite often in the Val-
ley. It enjoys wild fruits, 
such as the yellow ber-

-

Alamo. It is another tropi-
-

ularly in the Valley and is 
-

ers, and with its black, red 
-

ily noticed. 

What are vagrants? 
-

-

around than we know. 
-

-

“There is an unreasonable joy to be had from the observation of small birds going about their bright, oblivious business” 
Grant Hutchison





-
-

-

-

dispensers, community benches and plenty of 
-

-

of life issue for people and pets. The park also 
opens up opportunities for socialization of pets 

outside and meet others.”

at the entrance of each park. Some of the key 

not be left unattended and no more than two 
-

There was also a pet costume contest for small 

-

For more information on the dog parks or services offered at The Laurie P. Andrews PAWS Center, please call (956) 720-4563, 
visit the website pvaconline.com or visit the center in Edinburg. Hours of operation are from 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Monday and Tuesday;

closed Wednesday; 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Thursday through Saturday; and 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Sunday.

Professional Grooming
at

Competitive Prices

“It is not what I like, it is what “Sully” the border collie likes. He gets 
the best of care ...”
“Our dogs always love staying at Paws and Claws ... we appreciate all 
you do to make them feel so comfortable!”

“Your Pet’s Comfort is Our Priority!”

990 S. Tower Road ... Edinburg, TX  78542     (956) 384 - 9301
Mon - Fri, 9 am - 6 pm        Sat, 9 pm - 12 Noon ... Sun, 3 pm - 6 pm
www.pawsandclawsrgv.com              pawsandclawsedinburg@gmail.com

Our ADVERTISERS make it possible for you to enjoy The Valley Spotlight every month.
Please be sure to tell them ...

You saw it in The Valley Spotlight!



 

Air Conditioning and Refrigeration

956-784-2496

A/C not working?
Ice machine suddenly out of order? 

Call COOL-AID

We Are Ready To Help You Any Time On Any Day!
Residential & Commercial Sales, Service And Installation 

Service For Commercial Refrigeration Equipment
We Are Licensed And Insured For Your Peace Of Mind!
www.coolaidairconditioning.com         coolaidrefrigeration@gmail.com

You have found yourself 
surrounded by 

armor clad horsemen, 
hawkers in the streets, 

the sound of bells, lutes 
and ocarinas in the air, 

the lilt of foreign accents, 

Are you dreaming? 
Have you been transported back to the 

time of King Arthur?

of December 3rd & 4th.
-

in the country!  
-
-

Show and many, many more top quality acts.

Thorin Mead & Hard Cider for you to enjoy as 
you take a fantastical trip back in time.

and ticket information.

501 N Alamo Rd. Ste. B - Alamo, TX 78516
igonzalez2@farmersagent.com

Auto •  Home • Life • Business
NOW SERVING YOU IN ALAMO!

IMELDA
GONZALEZ
AGENCY
956-223-4580

As your local Farmers® agent in Alamo, TX, I help customers like you identify 

-

No ... you are at the 1st Annual Castlegard Renaissance Festival!

“Flowers always make people better, 

happier, and more helpful; they are sun-

shine, food and medicine to the mind.” 

 Luther Burbank





Jeepers Having Fun!
by Rod Graham (covering for Alyssa Cavasos)

as well. All are members of Texas Jeep Crawlers and as a matter of 

-

A special welcome was also extended to a 

time. Olaf and Ursula came all the way from 

beat! Now to be perfectly honest, they did not 
-
-

catch up with it. 

This year they wound up here in the Valley 

Last but not least, Jeepers had a 

Off Road Republic.
We assure you that these clowns, no 

-

-
sored by Burns Motors who pro-

to my house for a nap.’

nap, with a different note pinned to 

Can I come with him tomorrow?’

I could tell from his collar and well-fed belly that he had a 
home and was well taken care of.

head; he then followed me into my house, slowly walked 
down the hall, curled up in the corner and fell asleep. An 
hour later, he went to the door, and I let him out.

Juan Diego Academy

auctions.



 

The Rio Grande Valley’s

#1 NEW
Chrysler, Dodge, Ram

and Jeep Dealer

956-984-4433


Welcome Back
Winter Texans!

Come and See
What We’ve Been Doing
While You Were Gone!





10 REASONS YOU SHOULD RING THE BELL
It’s fun! 

2. You’ll spread Christmas cheer. 
The Red Kettle bell is an iconic sound of the season. You’ll put people 

3. You’ll be part of changing lives. 

-

The money you raise directly impacts your community. 
-
-
-

people in our community!

It’s easy! 
No experience required. With as little as four hours of your time and 

-

-
not commit to a whole 

half day shifts are al-

include Sam’s Club, 

-

court, main entrance, 

It’s the perfect opportunity to wear a tacky Christmas sweater. 
-

of Christmas shoppers.

7. “Make new friends, and keep the old.” 

Channel your competitive side. 

Take advantage of the cool winter air! 

some cider or hot cocoa.

Be part of a legacy. 
-

Europe.
Sign up Today to be a Bell Ringer! 

-

Fill in each square with one digit, using only the numbers one through nine  |  Numbers cannot repeat within an individual box of nine squares
    Numbers cannot repeat down a column  |  Numbers cannot repeat across a row



 

The Children’s Ministry has been dedicated 

The Children’s Ministry  is comprised of chil-

-
diatric Cancer Awareness and is humbled to be 

in this spirit that this year’s Christmas musical, 
-

The Christmas musical will be held on Satur-

Meet you there!   ... Lana De Leon

The Children’s Ministry of the Edinburg Seventh Day Adventist Church
Third Annual Dedication to Pediatric Cancer

Our Angel Tree Program
provides holiday gifts 

of new clothing and toys 
to thousands of needy children 

(newborn - 12 years old) 
living in Hidalgo County.

VOLUNTEER! 
Help us sort toys and prepare for 

distribution days. We will need help 

Nov. 22- 23; Dec. 6-9, 12-15

Eloise.Montemayor@uss.salvationarmy.org 





In the puzzle at the right, 

to enjoy peanut butter:

APPLES 
BANANAS

BREAD
BROWNIES 

CANDY
CELERY

CHOCOLATE 
COOKIES

CRACKERS
FUDGE

ICE CREAM
JELLY

PANCAKES
PIES

PRETZELS
WAFFLES

For Kids Only
No matter how old you are!

Have Fun and Learn
while you solve these puzzles and 

practice your coloring skills

November is
Peanut Butter Lovers Month

Did You Know?

More than half
of the American peanut crop

U.S. presidents Jimmy Carter 
and Thomas Jefferson
were peanut farmers.

of peanut butter.

pounds of peanut butter per year 

Please Remember: Some people have severe allergic reactions to peanuts. 
Always ask their parents before sharing your peanut butter treats with your friends!



 

-

music.  

The Resaca City

Valley metroplex, San Benito, Texas is oft 

all noticed that water tower 

emblazoned upon it and 
we must realize that San 
Benito was the place of his 
birth. But, is that all there 
is to The Resaca City?

Let’s see ... San Benito 

authentic homemade Mexican food as well as 

Affordable prices at these restaurants will be a 
-

ous portions of the hearty fares they offer.

-

popular spot with birders. 

-

-

the Marines for a three year hitch. After his dis-

-

-
con Records went to Number One in Mexico 

-
-

-

Heywood Street.
The Narciso Martinez Cultural Arts Center, 

Street, hosts the memora-
-

junto, El Huracan del Valle 
-”The Hurricane of the Val-
ley”, Narciso Martinez. He 

-

-

-
to eat. Better yet, plan a family day to walk the 
resaca trails, enjoy the wildlife and explore the 

-

Downtown San Benito circa 1920s

The Grotto
now selling by consignment at

 4 Ever Memories Antiques and Collectables
206 E Jackson Ave. - Harlingen, TX    956-367-5992

We have weekly specials on our
Handmade Jewelry, Rosaries, Art 

and Religious Articles
Look for us ... Vendor #13

Bring this ad to recieve

30% OFF any regularly priced item
 (VENDOR #13 ONLY)

over 35 Years
Experience!
Singing Only

the Very Best Oldies!
American Standards

Country Classics
50s Rock & Roll

Easy Listening 40’s - 70’s
AVAILABLE FOR

Dances, Reunions, Ret. Communities
RV Resorts, Dinner Music, Special Events

Weddings, Funerals, Rosaries, Wakes
and Sing-A-Longs

Mornings - Afternoons - Evenings

Call 956-241-1967 to book
Carlos for YOUR EVENT TODAY!

Available Statewide Year ‘round

Carlos R. Canas

ADVERTISE with THE VALLEY SPOTLIGHT
Call 956-457-8600
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Your On-Line Source for Everything Winter Texan

Explore Over Two Hundred Pages of Information About The Rio Grande Valley
WinterTexanInfo.com is your Number One Resource

Winter Texan Communities
This website is a great tool to help you 

become familiar with the Winter Texan Re-
sort communities in the Rio Grande Valley.

All Resort / RV-Mobilehome Parks are 
listed with contact information and web ad-
dresses, where available. They are listed 
by city and are also plotted on maps show-
ing their locations. This can be invaluable 
to you as you are planning your daily and 
weekly itineraries.

Buy and Sell just about anything in the 

Mobile Homes and Park Models for sale 
or rent in many of the Valley’s 55+ resorts.

The miscellaneous items section is open 
to the general public as well as Winter 
Texans for listing items such as golf carts, 
bicycles, musical instruments, electron-
ics, tools and just about anything else you 
have for sale. For just $20 your ad will be 
posted for a three month period.

This is one of the most viewed sections 
of this website, with hundreds of Winter 
Texans checking in every month.

Public Activities
Do you want to plan ahead for your New 

where your favorite dance band is playing 
this week? Are you interested in attending 
or participating in music jams or karaoke?

You need look no further than the Public 
Activities section of WinterTexanInfo.com!

ENTERTAINMENT
DANCES
JAMS & KARAOKE
HAPPY HOURS
CRAFT SHOWS
PARK WIDE YARD/PATIO SALES
PUBLIC MEALS
Activity directors from all Winter Texan 

resorts are invited to submit their season’s 
schedules for all of these public events. 

At WinterTexanInfo.com we strive to 
keep this information as accurate as we 
can. However, there is always the possibil-
ity that schedules may change after they 
have been posted. It is a good idea to call 
the venue ahead to verify the information. 
When it is made available, we always pro-
vide the phone number for you to call.

Entertainer’s Schedules
Follow your favorite entertainer and 

dance band by looking in the Entertain-
ers Section. You can read about what to 
expect when attending their shows/danc-

performing. You can also post comments 
about how you enjoyed their performances.

Many of these Shows & Dances are open 
to the general public.

All entertainers who perform for the Win-
ter Texan population of the RGV are invit-
ed to participate in this section. If you are 
an entertainer or dance band, not listed 
here, contact Rod Graham, 956-457-8600 
or email rod@wintertexaninfo.com and we 
will getter done!

RGV Features
This section provides information about 

the Rio Grande Valley to help make your 
stay here more enjoyable. Find out about 
the many birding and nature refuges, won-
derful museums, Mexican border towns, 

more! The Rio Grande Valley is unique 
place with lots to offer our winter visitors.

The Winter Texan Connection Bulletin Board
This is an interactive bulletin board 

where you have the opportunity to post an-
nouncements about anything and every-
thing regarding the Winter Texan lifestyle 
here in the Valley. The general public is 
invited to use this board as well as Winter 
Texans. Whether you are a local school, 
museum, art gallery or any other organiza-
tion wanting to get your message out to the 
Winter Texans, this is the place to do so.

In addition, Winter Texan groups and 
clubs may post announcements for meet-
ings, reunions, state picnics, RV club gath-
erings etc.

There is also the opportunity here to:
 Participate in discussions on topics re-

lated to the Winter Texan Lifestyle.
Post opportunities for volunteering.
Make announcements regarding Winter 

Texan sporting events.
Post an inquiry about something you are 

looking for, or lost and found items.
Share your experiences while traveling 

in Mexico. And much more!
Take some time to browse through the 

many categories of the Winter Texan Con-
nection Bulletin Board to see how it be 
helpful to you or your organization.

This is a moderated bulletin board. This 
means that when you post something, it 
goes to a moderator for consideration. As 
soon as it is approved it will show up on 
the board. This process may take up to 24 
hours. We at WinterTexanInfo.com reserve 
the right to choose not to allow a posting 
for any reason. 

This is not a “gripe board” so if you have 
something of a negative nature to say, do 
it politely.

This board is intended for events which 
occur in venues outside of the Winter Tex-
an Resorts.

Advertising at WinterTexanInfo.com
Keeping WinterTexanInfo.com updated 

is a very time consuming enterprise. In 
order to keep it as a FREE SERVICE for 
Winter Texans and their Resorts to use, we 
offer advertising opportunities.

Banner Ads
Banner ads are an effective way to reach 

your prospective customers. These are the 
advertisements you will see along the outer 
edges of each page. Unlike other websites 

WinterTexanInfo.com your ad will show in 
the same position on ALL HIGH TRAFFIC 
PAGES! For more information  about Ban-
ner Advertising call Rod at 956-457-8600 
or email: rod@wintertexaninfo.com

your items for sale or rent under three cat-
egories: Homes, Miscellaneous Items and 
Services

Your ad cost is $20 and it stays posted 
for 3 months or until you request that it be 
removed. 

This section is viewed by hundreds of 
Winter Texans each month.

wintertexaninfo.com. Be sure to word it 
exactly the way you want it to be posted. 
Payment instructions will be sent to you by 
email after the ad has been posted. You 
may include up to 6 pictures with your ad.

Why Advertise Here?
WinterTexanInfo.com is the most visible 

website on the World Wide Web. It shows 
up on page one of search engine queries 
regarding Winter Texans more than any 
other Winter Texan targeted website.

In the summer of 2016, a monthly aver-
age of 7500 viewers visited this website 
looking for information about the RGV as 
they planned their trips south. The number 
of visitors will expand to over 14,000 per 
month throughout the Winter Texan sea-
son. (based on previous statistics)
Call or Email Rod Graham today to get 
WinterTexanInfo.com working for YOU!
956-457-8600 ... rod@wintertexaninfo.com


