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Not many are still alive who can remember reading these headlines and
hearing on the radio of the surprise military strike by the Imperial Japa-
nese Navy against the United States naval base at Pearl Harbor, Hawaii
Territory, on the morning of December 7, 1941. Nevertheless, none of us
alive today can forget the impact that this atrocious act of war had on the
American way of life, nor should we!

Every year on December 7th we honor the 2,403 Americans killed and
1,178 others who were wounded by observing Pearl Harbor Day. Take a
moment to reflect on the memory of these and all veterans who have died
or received wounds while serving to protect the freedoms we hold dear.

Every chance you get, tell a veteran how much you appreciate them!

A Look At December Through The Eyes Of History

While the attack on Pearl Harbor is likely
the most remembered historical account in
December, there are many other events which
bear noting. It was on December 25, 1776 that
George Washington took 2,400 of his men

across the Delaware River on a surprise raid
o -

against 1,500 British-Hessians (German mer-
cenaries) at Trenton, New Jersey. The result-
ing American victory provided a much needed
boost to troop morale in our battle to gain our
independence from Great Britain.

On December 30, 1803, the Stars and Stripes
flag was raised over New Orleans as the United
States took formal possession of the territory
of Louisiana, purchased from France for ap-
proximately $15 million, around a quarter of a
billion in 2016 dollars.

South Carolina became the first state to se-
cede from the Union on December 20, 1860,
leading to the American Civil War. After the
wars end, President Andrew Johnson granted
general amnesty to all those involved in the
Civil War on December 25, 1868.

On December 8, 1941, just one day after Ja-
pan’s attack on Pearl Harbor, the United States
and Britain declared war on Japan. This was
followed on December 11 by Italy and Ger-
many, both declaring war on the United States.
The U.S. Congress immediately declared war
on them.

On December 13, 1991, North & South Ko-
rea signed a treaty of reconciliation and non-
aggression formally ending the Korean War,
although actual fighting had ceased in 1953.

The first transatlantic radio signal was trans-
mitted by Guglielmo Marconi from Cornwall,
England, to St. John’s, Newfoundland on De-
cember 11, 1901. Forty-Six years later, on De-
cember 23, 1947, the transistor was invented
at Bell Laboratories by John Bardeen, Walter
Brattain and William Shockley, who shared the
Nobel Prize for their invention which sparked a
worldwide revolution in electronics.

Evolution of the transitor

The House of Representatives impeached
President Bill Clinton on December 19, 1998,
approving two out of
four Articles of Im-
peachment,  charging |
Clinton with lying un-
der oath to a federal
grand jury and obstruct-
ing justice. President
Clinton was not re-
moved from office, as
he was later aquitted by
the Senate.

John Lennon was assassinated in New York
City on December 8, 1980.

American big-band leader Glenn Miller dis-
appeared in a small plane over the English
Channel and was presumably killed on Decem-
ber 16, 1944.

It was on December 16, 1773 that the Bos-
ton Tea Party occurred as colonial activists
disguised as Mohawk Indians boarded British
ships anchored in Boston Harbor and dumped
342 containers of expensive tea into the water.

The Bill of Rights, the first 10 amendments
to the U.S. Constitution, became effective fol-
lowing ratification on December 15, 1791.

Almost one hundred years later, Tatanka-
yatanka was killed in a skirmish with U.S. sol-
diers along the Grand River in South Dakota
as his warriors tried to prevent his arrest on
December 15, 1890. You will recognize him as
Sioux Chief Sitting Bull.

On December 17, 1903, Orville and Wilbur
Wright achieved the first powered, controlled
airplane flights near Kitty Hawk, North Caro-
lina. On December 1, 1941, The American
Civil Air Patrol (CAP), a U.S. Air Force auxil-
iary, was founded. The CAP currently provides
aerospace education, a CAP cadet program,
and emergency services such as locating miss-
ing aircraft. The Mariner Il space probe sent
back information from the planet Venus on De-
cember 14, 1962. This was the first informa-
tion ever received from another planet. Then
on December 23, 1987, Dick Rutan and Jeana
Yeager set a new world record of 216 hours of
continuous flight around the world without re-
fueling. Their aircraft Voyager traveled 24,986
miles at a speed of about 115 miles per hour.

Abolitionist leader John Brown was executed
for treason at Charles Town, West Virginia on
December 2, 1859. Slavery was abolished on
December 6, 1865 with the ratification of the
13th Amendment. Rosa Parks was arrested in
Montgomery, Alabama, for refusing to move
to the back of a municipal bus on December
1, 1955. The resulting Montgomery bus boy-
cott ended after the U.S. Supreme Court ruling
integrating the Montgomery bus system was
implemented on December 20, 1956.
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FARMERS R:EI9
INSURANCE 956-223-4580 FLORIST

& Art Gallery

Auto* Home ¢ Life » Business
NOW SERVING YOU IN ALAMO!

As your local Farmers® agent in Alamo, TX, | help customers like you identify
the insurance coverage that best fits your needs. This process is straightforward
and personalized to help make you smarter about insurance.

| have the knowledge and experience to help you better un-
derstand your coverage options; whether that's auto, home,
renters, business insurance and more. Give me a call and I'll
be happy to answer any questions you might have.

501 N Alamo Rd. Ste. B - Alamo, TX 78516
igonzalez2@farmersagent.com

Jacque Hull, Owner

Because we care, we offer life insurance ... Jaclins.florist@gmail.com
At Farmers, we insure families, not just their belongings. www.jaclinsﬂnrist. com
If someone you love depends on your income,
we’re here to help. 1209 Pecan Blvd.
So do business locally, and have the security of sticking McAllen, TX 78501
with an organization you know and trust. 800-880-5253 | Fax: 956-686-7035

Let’s talk about life ... call me today.

Farmers New World Life (@ Imelda Gonzalez Agency 9 5 6 - 6 8 6 - 52 52

956-223-4580
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Sudoku Mo.: 19855 Sudoku No.: 31031 Sudoku No.: 67343

Fill in each square with one digit, using only the numbers one through nine | Numbers cannot repeat within an individual box of nine squares
Numbers cannot repeat down a column | Numbers cannot repeat across a row

December 13 is National Ice Cream Day

Ty On December 15, 1791, The Bill of Rights
v | added 10 Amendments to the US Constitution
Guaranteeing American Citizens ...

Freedom of speech, press and religion
The right to bear arms
Protection of homeowners from quartering troops, except during war

Rights and protections against unreasonable search and seizure

S 1§ 1 Rights of due process of law, protection against
double jeopardy, self incrimination
The Valley Spotlight Ieoparey
is published by Created Images and More Rights of a speedy trial by jury of peers and rights of accused
1320 W Frontage Rd. #355
Alamo, TX 78516 Rights to trial by jury in civil cases
www.RGVaff.com
contact: Rod Graham ... 956-457-8600 Protection from cruel and unusual punishment, excessive bail
rod@RG Vaff.com
December 2016 issue  Vol. 3 No. 7 Protection of rights not specified in the Bill of Rights
© 2016 all rights reserved
Online at www.rgvaff.com/spotlight States rights, power of the states

Find Us and Like Us On Facebook
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True Tales of a Valley Birder

Rare Bird News

What rare birds are around? Where can we
find them? Generally that is the first question
we hear from birders visiting the Valley. After
that subject has been exhausted the next sub-
ject is “Any good restaurants in the area?” So
we hand out a list of our favorite restaurants to
our guests.

Back to birds ... it is a safe assumption that
some rarities are around, because the Valley
is a top spot in the nation for rarities to show
up. The first concern is whether a rare bird has
been discovered. Next question is whether it
has been reported.

There are many ways to broadcast the news
of rarities, and most of these are open forums
accessible to anyone interested. Nationally
there is the North American Rare Bird Alert,
and for $50 per year subscribers receive alerts
on rare birds anywhere in the nation, delivered
to their email.

Blog: rgvbirds

In Texas, we have several regional rare bird
alerts (rba), and in particular for the Valley, our
rba goes back decades. It used to be a recorded
telephone voice mail message for birders to
call and listen in on. The message was updated
when new birds showed up, and birders could
leave messages regarding their noteworthy
sightings.

801 Main St.

We provide everything needed by birders
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Gear a Tours

- Alamo, TX 78516

Tel. 956.782.9912
Email: alamoinn@aol.com
www.alamoinnbnb.com

by Keith Hackland (alamoinn@aol.com)

Today the Valley’s rare bird alerts are online
at rgvbirds.blogspot.com, a site maintained by
Mary Gustafson as a service to birders.

Forum: texbirds

A valuable forum with a history of decades is
texbirds. This forum is currently found at www.
surfbirds.com/birdingmail/Group/Texas_Birds

The simplest way to locate it is to google
texbirds. The forum has typically about 2,500
subscribers and it operates as a posting forum
about Texas bird sightings. Posts may be infor-
mation (such as a list of birds and notes from a
birding outing or trip) or questions, and are fre-
quently answered and amplified by other sub-
scribers. Anyone can subscribe, providing they
follow the rules of the forum. Anyone can read
the posts. Often posts refer to blogs or photo
websites where one can find more detail. Tex-
birds is archived and provides useful historical
information for birders and researchers.

Facebook: Rio Grande Valley Birds

This entertaining face book forum, with con-
tributions from many Valley birders, provides
a mixture of photos and information. It is easy
viewing and generally provides up to date re-
ports on rare birds. It has a mixture of experi-
enced and new birders, and can be entertaining
with the usual range of comments encountered
on face book. There is a trade out compared to
the other sites mentioned, with less “hard” in-
formation than on texbirds and on the blog site,
but easy reading and great photos.

Otbher sites ...

Go to alamoinnbnb.com and click the link
marked blog to see a blogsite with photos and
stories by Mary Beth Stowe, the Birding Pro at
Alamo Inn B&B, Gear and Tours. Keith Hack-
land also contributes stories on birding the val-
ley. This blog provides information on what
one might see on a guided tour, as well as other
information on the area.

Searching the internet and facebook with
relevant terms does bring up numerous other
birding sites. The largest valley birding and
butterfly web site is maintained by Jan Dau-
phin. It was set up and filled with information
by her and her late husband, David Dauphin.

www.thedauphins.net

Each birding destination in the Valley has a
web site with good information. Simply google
the name to find their site. One that is useful
is theworldbirdingcenter.com, offering links to
the sites of the nine world birding centers.

Another with information about birding that
may not be easily found elsewhere, is southtex-
asnature.org the site for South Texas Nature.

Another information source used by visiting
birders is a simple white board maintained at
most visitor centers of their recently seen rari-
ties. It is usually the first stop at any visitor
center for birders. We maintain a paper white
board at Alamo Inn B&B of Valley wide rari-
ties, of birds and butterflies. Get out there and
enjoy our unique Valley wildlife.

D €

Peop/e s Covenant
Church

800 South Standard
San Juan, Texas 78589
Tel. 956.787.1034

Worship Services
11am Sundays

Bible Study - English
Sunday 9:30am

Bible Study - Spanish
Tuesday 7:00pm

Everyone is
Welcome!

GOODING
RV. CENTER

1601 E Expressway 83
Mission, TX 78572
(956) 585-4481
www.GoodingRV.com

Camping
and
RVing Dreams!

Quailridge Park Models

TRAVEL TRAILERS

PARTS-SALES-SERVICE S@BRE

FIFTH WHEELS

PARK MODELS

Salem Villa Destination Trailers

i S

at ALAMO REC-VEH PARK in REC HALL, ANNEX and OUTSIDE PATIO
1320 W. Frontage Rd. °

RC Demos ... Minnow Racing
RC, Hobby and Pellet Gun Vendors

Bring your RC equipment, pellet guns
and fishing stuff to sell or trade.

Call (262) 914-7100 for more info.
Everyone is Invited!

RC & PELLET GUN
swap Meet
& Craft Show

Alamo, TX 78516
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Observations on Life

by Ben Dover

Spotlight On Christmas

First of all, let us agree , “There
is no such thing as Xmas. ”Christ-
mas is not simply a holiday for
kids.” Tt is truly a celebration of
probably the most significant birth
in our world’s history. Gift giving
was first established by the three
kings of Orient as the story goes.
It seems, that part of Christmas
has overshadowed all other facets
of the season, and we have made
the true celebration secondary. I
hope we never allow our secular
celebration to totally precede the
true reason for Christmas.

Merry Christmas is the saluta-
tion that seems to be appropriate
for this season of the year, and
it is a wonderful wish indeed.
When we offer our wish that an-
other person might enjoy this sea-
son regardless of how they might
achieve its happiness, that wish is
positive. It is for certain that ev-
eryone associated with the “Spot-
light” sends their most ardent hope
that you will have a Christmas that
is blessed with your most desired
wishes.

Of course, we extend that wish
through the month of December to
your midnight celebration of the
New Year.

The Message Of The Day
Christmas is the time
when summer flowers

have gone to bed.

You'd better wear a coat and have
a hat upon your head.

Faces might glow even though
there’s snow upon the ground.

Nights when sights with lights
are bright and all around.

When you’ve been good Santa
should be bringing something nice.

If He can’t show, Mom and Dad
will certainly suffice.

Light up the tree and we’ll
sip cider while we say,

“Christmas bells ring out
the message of the day”

Ben

About Ben Dover: | hope readers of the this paper will enjoy my offerings.

| have been a writer of articles found in free press papers for about thirty years. My given
name is Ben Raiche. My alias, however is Ben Dover. My writing style is primarily identified
as human interest, and is intended primarily for senior citizens. If you have a short story to
tell in five hundred words or less that folks might like to read, send it to me at this paper.
This is no guarantee every one can be printed, but at least we can find out who you are
and wish each other a nice day. My email is Benmagnolia3@gmail.com.

Love of Christ ELCA
Lutheran Church

Winter Schedule;
W. .b;rrsh]i(‘p) Services;
& 11am

IE)eem215fI '

g 11w Service Only

K% 'Border & Third| Street .
1. ' in the facilities of ~< N
Faith) Lutheran Church 2
Weslaco; TX
956-447-1337
www:loveofchrist.net|
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Oleander Acres RV Resort Honors Our Veterans

by Vern Kirsch

On November 11, 2016 Oleander Acres RV
resort celebrated a pot luck diner to honor and
observe Veterans Day. The pot luck was nicely
attended and like any pot luck, with so much
good food, over indulged on. Or at least I
should say I did, I can not speak for others. A
few of those gathered are shown here enjoying
themselves. The staff decorated the hall very
colorfully, in Red, White and Blue.

While it saddens me that not all veterans at-
tend gatherings like this, it is something I ful-
ly understand. Having been a veteran for 50
years now, I did not participate myself until re-
cently. Therefore, if I can, in the future I would
encourage all veterans to come out and enjoy
the food and enjoy your Brothers and Sisters
in Arms.

To understand Veterans Day we need to know
a little of the history. Veterans Day was not
always called that. Orginally it was called Ar-
mistice Day and was supposed to be a day set
aside to celebrate the end of all wars. In 1938
the following occured:

An Act approved on May 13, 1938, made the
11th of November a legal holiday, a day to be
dedicated to the cause of world peace and to be
thereafter celebrated each year and known as
“Armistice Day.” (52 stat. 351; 5 U. S. Code, Sec. 87a)

Armistice Day was primarily a day set aside
to honor veterans of World War 1. In 1954,
after World War II had required the greatest
mobilization of soldiers, sailors, Marines and
airmen in the Nation’s history and after Ameri-
can forces had fought aggression in Korea, the

= 8
83rd Congress, at the urging of the veterans
service organizations, amended the Act of
1938 by striking out the word “Armistice” and
inserting in its place the word “Veterans.” With
the approval of this legislation (Public Law
380) on June 1, 1954, November 11th became
a day to honor American veterans of all wars.
http://www.va.gov.

Now with this in mind let’s meet some veter-
ans who participated in the Oleander pot luck;
Ron Shiner, Ray Burton, Elvis Campbell, Lany
Fite, Larry Depyper, Doug Calhoun, John Wat-
son and Vern Kirsch.

A very special thank you to Karen Kovars,
the Activity Director at Oleanders, and to all
who brought food to the banquet. You did a
great job!
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Jeepers Having Fun!

by Alyssa Cavazos

There is a lot to be thankful for all year round and the
month of November is a special time when we can do
just that. There was a change in scheduling this time
around making Jeep Night fall on the 3rd Thursday of
the month. Jeepers gathered at Sofie’s ‘SS’ Saloon for
this very special Jeep Night, dedicated to giving back
to the community. In the spirit of the season attendees
were encouraged to bring canned goods for donation.
To make things more interesting it was decided that
the Jeep Club who made the largest donation would be
receiving a “Jeep Night Food Drive” award.

Air Conditioning and Refrigeration
A/C not working?
Ice machine suddenly out of order?

Call COOL-AID

956-784-2496

We Are Ready To Help You Any Time On Any Day!

Residential & Commercial Sales, Service And Installation
Service For Commercial Refrigeration Equipment
We Are Licensed And Insured For Your Peace Of Mind!

coolaidrefrigeration@gmail.com

www.coolaidairconditioning.com

The turnout was phenomenal and our Jeepers
went above and beyond. Jeeps were filled to the
brim with canned goods ready to be donated.
Everyone did an outstanding job and should be
so proud to be a part of this Jeep Community.

Texas Jeep Crawlers were the winners of the
“Jeep Night Food Drive” award for the larg-
est bounty of canned goods. Pastor Mike from
LOGOS Community Church joined us that
evening to give us more information on the
distribution of our contributions. All canned
goods will be going to a colonia in Edinburg,
consisting of 85 families, 20 of which are sin-
gle parent households, and 112 children. The
distribution took place on November 23rd with
Pastor Mike, LOGOS Community Church
members, Jeepers, and the Edinburg Assistant
Chief of Police in attendance.

Jeep Night powered by Burns Motors is
typically held on the second Thursday of each
month, unless changes are made beforehand.
Next month’s Jeep Night will be held Decem-
ber 8 at Sofie’s ‘SS’ Saloon, located at 6801 S
10th St in McAllen, Texas. We will be holding
a “Toy Drive” which will be dedicated to col-
lecting toys for the children of the same colo-
nia in Edinburg. An award will be give to the
Jeep Club with the most bountiful contribution.

Information on Jeep Night and other events
held by our Jeep Clubs can be found on our
Facebook page

www.facebook.com/RGVJeepNight

You can also get in contact with Burns Mo-
tors’ Big Lew at (956) 984-4554 or via email
at biglew@burnsmotors.com

10 REASONS YOU SHOULD RING THE BELL

1. It’s fun! This is a great way to celebrate the holiday season. You
get to be right in the midst of the holiday bustle. Get creative — dress up,
sing songs, bring your friends!

2. You’ll spread Christmas cheer. The Red Kettle bell is an iconic
sound of the season. You’ll put people in the Christmas spirit! If you're
up for it, you can even use the time to check caroling off your list of
festivities.

3. You’ll be part of changing lives. The Salvation Army of McAl-
len provides food, clothing, shelter and other social services to those
in need. Last year The Salvation Army served more than 75,055 hot
meals; assisted over 16,042 Hidalgo County residents with social ser-
vice; provided 13,299 unduplicated nights of lodging through our Emer-
gency Shelter; gifted 2,092 children with toys through our Angel Tree
Program; and cooked 107,896 bowls of soup for refugees.

4. The money you raise directly impacts your community.

All donations made in Hidalgo County stay in Hidalgo County. By help-
ing raise funds through a Red Kettle, you’re a neighbor helping neigh-
bors. Encourage “Red Kettle Days” for your business, civic organiza-
tion, church or neighborhood and make a difference in the lives of real
people in our community!

5. It’s easy! No experience required. With as little as four hours of
your time and the wonderful support from participating stores, you can
be part of our Salvation Army Bell Ringing Team!

6. It’s the perfect opportunity to wear a tacky Christmas sweater.
After hanging in your closet all year, it’s time for the annual debut. Dress-
ing up makes bell ringing more fun, and might get some extra smiles out
of Christmas shoppers.

7. “Make new friends, and keep the old.” You’ll get to meet lots of
new people as you invite them to donate to your red kettle. Add to the
fun by asking friends and family to ring a bell with you. You can even
make it a new tradition!

8. Channel your competitive side. For you goal-oriented types, it’s
easy to see how your work is paying off as your Red Kettle fills up! See
how many people you can convince to give to your Red Kettle.

I.mwr
THE MOST
Goop

9. Take advantage of the cool winter air! 1t doesn’t stick around for
long. Dust off those winter coats and sip on some cider or hot cocoa.
10. Be part of a legacy. The Salvation Army Red Kettle campaign has
been a Christmas tradition since 1891. Salvation Army Captain Joseph
McFee set out a kettle to raise funds to feed the hungry in San Francisco.
Now Red Kettles can be found all over the world in places like Japan,
Chile and countries in Europe.
Sign up Today to be a Bell Ringer!
If you are interested in volunteering as a bell ringer
please call us at 956.682.1468
or email eloise. montemayor(@uss.salvationarmy.org
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to all of
Our Friends & Family
in the
Rio Grande Valley

Merry Christmas

and

Happy New Ye,rl
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956-984-4433

Burns Motors ... 1300 East Business Highway 83 ... McAllen, TX 78501 ... 1-866-464-0966 / 956-984-4433 ... www.burnsmotors.com
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Trusting In
God’s Plan

It's hard to understand
why God takes
someone we love.

Does He need them
more than we do,
in Heaven up above?

None here on Earth
can pretend that
we know what
is God’s plan.

Allwe can do is
keep our faith,
and know,
we’ll see our
loved ones again.

Direct Cremation

$795 Immediate Need h

‘ll)e are proud to be family cwned.

fl)edtcatedtatﬁecwteaﬁtﬁ(meweom\

208 E. Canton * Edinburg, Texas
956-720-4449

GE Aviation Kicks Off Their 2016 United Way Campaign

GE Aviation, McAllen, TX kicked-off their
2016 United Way Campaign with a pancake
breakfast for 42 of their Pillar Club Members.

GE Aviation is a Top 10 Company Supporter
of United Way of South Texas, with contribu-
tions that exceed $55,000. The company also
makes a 50% corporate match towards em-
ployee contributions.

Horacio Repetto, Plant Manager, Shane
Costello, Quality Manager and Terri Leicht-
nam, HR Site Manager are instrumental in en-
suring that GE Employees learn about United
Way funded programs, which are available to
their families and the community at no cost.

GE employees are engaged in community
service throughout the year. Their leadership
staff and employees are committed to “giving
back” and expressing their support of United
Way. They understand that their contributions
and volunteer time impacts the lives of hun-
dreds of thousands of local residents in Hidal-
go & Starr Counties.

GE employees volunteer in United Way’s
Day of Caring and Back to School Shopping
Spree. These two programs collectively impact
3,450 local Middle School and High School
students every year.

Advent Season

Advent, from the Latin word adventus meaning arrival,

is the 4-week period prior to Christmas.

It is a time to ponder the great sacrifice that our Lord
and Savior, Jesus Christ, made for us by coming to earth
as an infant. He lived a perfect life, died a sacrificial

death, and rose from the dead for us.

He saved us from our sins and eternal damnation be-
cause of his great love, and adopts each person individu-
ally into his family through baptism and faith in him.

Pictured from L to R: Horacio Repetto, GE Plant Manager, Shane Costello, Terri Leichtnam
Campaign Coordinators, joined other GE Aviation contributors at their
Annual United Way of South Texas Campaign Kick-off.

School attire, personal hygiene items, school
supplies and other services are offered to the
students who are pre-selected by counselors at
each school district.

The Board of Directors thanks GE Aviation
employees and all companies, school districts,
federal and state agencies, small businesses
and individuals who make the choice to sup-
port their community through the United Way.

Their contributions impact Education, Health
and Financial Stability programs that are avail-
able to our neighbors today! United Way pro-
grams offer shelter to victims of domestic

violence and the homeless,forensic interviews
for victims of assault, after school programs
for youth, transportation to medical appoint-
ments, drug and alcohol counseling, disaster
relief services, free income tax preparation ser-
vices, assistance to elderly citizens who have
been abused, food for students and the elderly
and much more.

To learn more about United Way programs,
volunteering and how to begin a
Campaign at your business today,

call 956-686-6331
or visit us at www.unitedwayofsotx.org.

The Preacher and the Taxi Driver

more stars in his crown.

you gave a sermon?”

'”

awake, but they usually prayed!

A preacher dies, and when he gets to Heaven, he sees a New York cab driver who has

He says to an angel, “I don't get it. I devoted my whole life to my congregation. Why
did the taxi driver get more stars than me?”
The angel says, “We reward results. Did your congregation always pay attention when

The preacher says, “Once in a while someone fell asleep.”
The angel says, “Right. Well, when people rode in this guy’s taxi, they not only stayed
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Bible Alive Theater Comes to the Valley

In a ministry partnership with Bibleville Conference Center,
Bible Alive Theater will present their second,
FREE, full-cast Bible musical in the Rio Grande Valley on

Saturday Dec. 17, 2016 at 2pm and 7pm
at the Bibleville main auditorium,
1346 N. Cesar Chavez Rd. in Alamo, TX!

Many of the cast and crew are from Bibleville, while others including
our younger actors are from here in the valley. This is a cross-denomi-
national effort with adults and youth from many
different churches and denominations. This origi-
nal Christmas musical ‘The Heavens Declare His
Glory’ was written by President and Co-Founder
Myra Green who started the first Bible Alive The-
ater in Santa Fe, NM in 2008, where they are now
in their 8th season.

The musical tells the traditional Christmas story
from the viewpoint of the Magi who studied the
Hebrew prophets, recognize the signs in the heav-
ens and follow a star to the little king born the
Savior of the World. Meet the evil king Herod and his devious wife
who plot the destruction of the Messiah, and sing with the angels who
witness every event as it unfolds! It has many of our favorite Christmas
carols in it too. It is the purpose of Bible Alive Theater to present the
stories from the Bible as musical theater, adding the element of sight
and sound to the Word of God. They want to encourage Christian artists,
technicians and performers to use their God-given talents to worship
and honor the God of the Bible. The name says it all, the Bible put to
music and presented through drama.

Since 2001 Clif and Myra Green have traveled throughout the United
States using drama and music to present faithful accounts of testimonies
from the Bible. Myra has 6 original solo musicals and several Gospel
concerts, which have been presented in many of the valley RV resort
parks over the past 11 years. She has several scheduled this season as
well, and room on her calendar for more. Many original, full cast mu-
sicals have been presented in Santa Fe, NM (4 each year) and over 200
volunteers have participated in these Bible musicals. Many have been
written by student members that Myra taught and trained. Currently
there are 21 different musicals that have been performed in four full
cast locations: Santa Fe, NM; Farmington, NM; Otsego, MI; and here
in Alamo, TX.

| The Grotto

| now selling by consignment at
4 Ever Memories Antiques and Collectables
206 E Jackson Ave. - Harlingen, TX 956 367- 5992
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We have weekly specials on our
Handmade Jewelry, Rosaries, Art
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505-690-2548
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People have come to know Jesus through these B1b1e mus1ca1s and
many Christians have become motivated to study the Bible more in-
tensely, so they may know Jesus better. Members are being plugged into
Bible Alive Theater and are being trained to proclaim the good news of
the Bible through theater ministry.

Their website is BibleAliveTheater.com

or you can call Myra Green, President Bible Alive Theater

505-690-2548 ... 848 Palm, Alamo, TX 78516

Carlos R. Canas

over 35 Years

Experience!
Singing Only
the Very Best Oldies!
American Standards
Country Classics
50s Rock & Roll
Easy Listening 40’s - 70’s
AVAILABLE FOR
Dances, Reunions, Ret. Communities
RV Resorts, Dinner Music, Special Events
Weddings, Funerals, Rosaries, Wakes
and Sing-A-Longs
Mornings - Afternoons - Evenings

Call 956-241 -1 967 to book
Carlos for YOUR EVENT TODAY!

d Available Statewide Year ‘round

Bring this ad to recieve |

o
3 0 A OFF any regularly priced item |

(VENDOR #13 ONLY)

. Growing old is mandatory; growing up is optional.

. Forget the health food. I need all the preservatives I can get.

. When you fall down, you wonder what else you can do while you’re down there.

.. You get the same sensation from a rocking chair that you once got from a roller coaster.

. It’s frustrating when you know all the answers but nobody bothers to ask you the questions.
. Time may be a great healer, but it’s a lousy beautician.

. Wisdom comes with age, but sometimes age comes alone.
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Have Fun and Learn
while you solve these puzzles and
practice your coloring skills

Away 1n a manger, no crib for a bed,
The little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head,
The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay,
The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.

The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes,
But little Lord Jesus no crying he makes.

I love you, Lord Jesus; look down from the sky,

And stay by my side until morning 1s nigh.

Be near me, Lord Jesus, I ask you to stay

Close by me for ever, and love me, I pray.
Bless all the dear children in your tender care,

And fit us for heaven, to live with you there.

Find these words associated
with the birth of Jesus. Y AMF D J UE L E CE F T

Angels
D U R L D S N J C U J E N 2
Bethlehem
Birthday H L YR Q E A S T S G L J U
Christmas T E X 2 S P N D X V L H R O
Emanuel
. R L Y P A HGRF O OTE P
Hallelujah
Jesus I L D F M V EEDB X E E G R
Joseph B A HWTNLHT CSMB N O
Manger
F H T X S I s P I T A W A P
Mary
Music c I K ¢ I T V E S A N J M H
Prophecy S N A A R S K H U R U A R E
Shepherds
Y D O DHRD S M KE B A C
Star
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Flea & Tick Dip

<
Dog Sitting

Mon - Fri, 9 am-6
www.pawsandclaws

“It is not what | like,
the best of care ...”

“Your Pet’s Comfort is Our Priority!”
Paws and Claws  §/¥®

Pet Resort

call to arrange a FREE TOUR
of Our Facilities

990 S. Tower Road ... Edinburg, TX 78542

“Our dogs always love staying at Paws and Claws ... we appreciate all
you do to make them feel so comfortable!”

212 ¥

o
oA o

(956) 384 - 930
Sat, 9 pm-12 Noon ... Sun, 3 pm-6 pm
pawsandclawsedinburg(@gmail.com

IO

pm
rgv.com

it is what “Sully” the border collie likes. He gets

PAWS For Vets

Grant For Veterans Helps Match Companion Animals With Those Who Served Our Country

In honor of Rio Grande Valley veterans, The
Laurie P. Andrews PAWS Center has utilized a
Veterans with Disabilities Grant from a private
donor which enables veterans with at least a 10
percent disability to adopt any of the pets avail-
able at the center for free.

Adoption fees are typically $100 for cats,
$120 for kittens, $150 for dogs and $170 for
puppies. All fees, which are completely waived
for veterans, includes spay or neuter operation,
microchip for identification, first series of vac-
cinations and a month of free pet accident in-
surance.

U.S. Army veteran Joel Garza with newly
adopted Whiskey on Nov. 10, at The Laurie
P. Andrews PAWS Center in Edinburg.

By Amanda A. Taylor

Joel Garza, a United States Army veteran,
said he heard about the grant from a friend who
knew he had just lost his dog.

“A friend of mine called me because he knew
my dog had just died,” the 67-year-old said. “I
had been looking for an Australian shepherd
mix for a while and when I went in to PAWS,
a staff member told me she had the perfect dog
for me.” Jacklyn Philippus, Adoption Special-
ist, led Garza to Whiskey, a 2-year-old Cata-
houla/shepherd mix. “I really liked the dog
when I saw him,” Garza said. “We have sheep
at the house and I wanted a smaller dog, so I
knew he was perfect.”

After filling out paperwork and showing
proof of disability from the Department of
Veterans Affairs, Whiskey went home with his
new family on Nov. 10, just in time for Veter-
ans Day. Garza said he was drafted in to the
U.S. Army in 1967, immediately after graduat-
ing from high school.

“It was just part of life back then,” he said
on being drafted, “all my buddies were get-
ting drafted and I didn’t want my friends to get
out before I did, so I went in and made sure 1
was drafted too. I wanted us all to come home
around the same time, but some of us didn’t
make it back.”

Garza said programs like these are important
for veterans because they are at a higher risk
of developing emotional disorders such as de-
pression and anxiety.

“Things like this are good for vets because
some veterans get very lonely and if you have
a dog, you can talk to it and hang out with it
and it will make your day happier,” the San
Juan native said. “I'm lucky to live with my
wife, but there are some veterans that don’t
have anyone. 1 walk with Whiskey and turn
him loose in the yard so he can run around, but
he always comes back to me when I call him.”

Joel Garza with Whiskey
at his new home on Nov. 15

A member of the Military Order of the Purple
Heart, Garza is considered legally blind with
only 15 percent of his vision left. Although he
is unable to drive, Garza says he knows his
property well enough to do work around his
land.

“I’ve always wanted a dog to bond with and
sit with me,” Garza said. “I’ve had other dogs
before that wouldn’t listen to me but Whiskey
already responds to me. In the mornings when
he sees me he starts barking because he wants
me to let him out of his kennel. I think Whiskey
and I are going to do great.”

Whiskey was just one of the many adoptable
dogs available at The Laurie P. Andrews PAWS
Center, a no-kill animal adoption and educa-
tion facility in Edinburg.

For more information on the Veterans with

Disabilities Grant or information on
how to adopt, call (956) 720-4563
or visit pvaconline.com.

Email me at amanda@pvaconline.com

ADVERTISE IN THE VALLEY SPOTLIGHT

CALL 956-457-8600

EMAIL: rod@rgvaff.com
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2017 All Valley RV
and Outdoor Show

RGVParks.org
RGV Livestock Showgrounds
Mercedes TX

Featuring Products and Services related to
All Outdoor Sports and Activities we enjoy here
in the South Texas Rio Grande Valley.

For information regarding sponsors and booths at the
All Valley RV and Outdoor Show contact us at info@RVshowRGV.com




